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WEST VIRGINIA CODE: §11-3-5A

§11-3-5a. Notification to assessor of changed use; independent action of director;
penalties; effective date.

(a) Whenever property receiving preferential valuation as managed timberland is converted
to a use that disqualifies the property from treatment as managed timberland, the person
converting the real estate to another use shall immediately, in writing, notify the county
assessor of the change in use. The county assessor or Tax Commissioner, as the case may be,
shall then determine the value and classification of the property based upon its new use.

(b) If the director of the Division of Forestry has reason to believe that managed timberland
was or is being converted to a use that disqualifies the property from treatment as managed
timberland, the director shall investigate. If, upon investigation, the director determines that
the property no longer qualifies for treatment as managed timberland, the director shall
revoke the property's certification as managed timberland. The director shall give written
notice to the owner of the property by certified mail, return receipt requested, to the Tax
Commissioner and to the assessor of the county in which the property is located that the
property no longer qualifies for valuation as managed timberland. If the property is located
in two or more counties, notice shall be given to each assessor.

(c) If any person fails to give written notice of the change in use of managed timberland as
required in subsection (a) of this section, the person owning the property shall be subject to
a penalty in an amount equal to the amount of additional taxes the person would have paid
on the property if written notice had been timely given, plus interest calculated at the rate of
nine percent per annum: Provided, That the maximum penalty under this section shall be
five years of additional taxes plus interest. This penalty may be assessed in the same manner
as back taxes are assessed under section five of this article for omitted property and interest
shall accrue until the day the penalty is paid.

(d) This section shall apply to tax years beginning on or after January 1, 1999, and to
changes in use occurring on or after that day.
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