West Virginia Code §16-13A-3A

WEST VIRGINIA CODE: §16-13A-3A

§16-13A-3a. Removal of members of public service board.

The county commission or the Public Service Commission or any other appointive body
creating or establishing a public service district under the provisions of this article, or any
group of five percent or more of the customers of a public service district, may petition the
circuit court of the county in which the district maintains its principal office for the removal
of any member of the governing board thereof for consistent violations of any provisions of
this article, for reasonable cause which includes, but is not limited to, a continued failure to
attend meetings of the board, failure to diligently pursue the objectives for which the district
was created, or failure to perform any other duty either prescribed by law or required by a
final order of the Public Service Commission or for any malfeasance in public office. Any
board member charged with a violation under this section who offers a successful defense
against such charges shall be reimbursed for the reasonable costs of such defense from
district revenues. Such costs shall be considered as costs associated with rate determination
by the public service district and the Public Service Commission. If the circuit court judge
hearing the petition for removal finds that the charges are frivolous in nature, the judge may
assess all or part of the court costs, plus the reasonable costs associated with the board
member's defense, against the party or parties who petitioned the court for the board
member's removal.
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