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WEST VIRGINIA CODE: §16-15-3A

§16-15-3a. Regional housing authorities.

(a) Any two or more cities or counties, or any combination thereof, may, by resolution of
their separate governing bodies, establish a regional housing authority, by adopting a joint
resolution declaring that there is a need for a regional housing authority to provide decent,
safe and sanitary housing that is affordable to persons of low and moderate income residing
in a multijurisdictional area and that this need would be more efficiently served by the
establishment of a regional housing authority: Provided, That any authority in existence
prior to the effective date of this article that is providing services outside of the city or
county boundaries will continue to have jurisdiction in the areas where the authority is
providing services on the effective date of this article.

(b) Upon adoption of a resolution by two or more cities or counties, or a combination thereof,
a regional housing authority shall be established and, except as otherwise provided in this
article, the regional housing authority shall have perpetual existence, unless dissolved in
accordance with law. Each regional housing authority established pursuant to this section,
shall adopt a name for all legal and operating purposes.

(c) A certified copy of the resolutions establishing a regional housing authority shall serve as
conclusive evidence that the authority has been properly established, is authorized to
transact business, and exercise its powers under this article.

(d) After a regional housing authority has been established, any additional city, county or
housing authority may elect to participate as a member of the regional housing authority,
upon adoption of a resolution to that effect: Provided, That a majority of the existing
commissioners of the regional housing authority and all participating political subdivisions,
by action of their respective governing bodies, shall consent to the additional member or
members.

(e) Any city or county may withdraw from participation in the regional housing authority by
resolution of its governing body. Any withdrawal from participation shall be subject to the
following conditions:

(1) The regional housing authority has no bonds, notes, or other obligations outstanding, or
adequate provision for payment of bonds, notes, or other obligations, by escrow or
otherwise, has been made. Past performance without breach or default of an obligation
secured only by one or more developments or the income thereof shall be deemed to be
"adequate provision";

(2) The withdrawing city or county shall make adequate provision for the performance of all
of its outstanding obligations and responsibilities as a participant in the regional housing
authority;
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(3) The withdrawing city or county shall give six months written notice to the regional
housing authority and all other cities and counties participating therein; or

(4) The commissioner or commissioners appointed by the withdrawing city or county shall be
deemed to have resigned as of the date upon which the withdrawal is effective. Vacancies on
the board of commissioners created by withdrawal of a city or county shall be filled in such
manner as the cities and counties remaining as participants shall agree.

Notwithstanding the withdrawal of any participating city or county, the legal title to and
operating responsibility for any development located outside the area of operation of the
regional housing authority remaining after such withdrawal has occurred shall continue to
be vested in the regional housing authority, unless a different arrangement is made.

(f) If only one city or county remains as a participant in any regional housing authority, the
regional housing authority shall become the housing authority of the remaining city or
county at the discretion of its governing body, or the regional housing authority shall be
dissolved and its assets and liabilities transferred to another existing housing authority or to
a city or county or other public agency.
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