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WEST VIRGINIA CODE: §16-3D-2

§16-3D-2. Definitions.

As used in this article:

(1) "Active Tuberculosis" or "Tuberculosis" means a communicable disease caused by the
bacteria, Mycobacterium tuberculosis, which is demonstrated by clinical, bacteriological,
radiographic or epidemiological evidence. An infected person whose tuberculosis has
progressed to active disease may experience symptoms such as coughing, fever, fatigue, loss
of appetite and weight loss and is capable of spreading the disease to others if the
tuberculosis germs are active in the lungs or throat.

(2) "Bureau" means the Bureau for Public Health;

(3) "Commissioner" means the Commissioner of the Bureau for Public Health, who is the
state health officer;

(4) "Local board of health," "local board" or "board" means a board of health serving one or
more counties or one or more municipalities or a combination thereof;

(5) "Local health department" means the staff of the local board of health; and

(6) "Local health officer" means the individual physician with a current West Virginia license
to practice medicine who supervises and directs the activities of the local health department
services, staff and facilities and is appointed by the local board of health with approval by
the commissioner.

(7) "Tuberculosis suspect" means a person who is suspected of having tuberculosis disease
due to any or all of the following medical factors: the presence of symptoms, the result of a
positive skin test, risk factors for tuberculosis, or findings on an abnormal chest x ray,
during the time period when an active tuberculosis disease diagnosis is pending.
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