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WEST VIRGINIA CODE: §16-4-9

§16-4-9. Treatment.

(a) Every physician or other person who examines or treats a person having a sexually
transmitted disease shall instruct the person in measures for preventing the spread of the
disease, and to inform him or her of the necessity of taking treatment until cured. (b) Any
person who has been examined and found infected, or is being treated for a sexually
transmitted disease as provided by this section, shall follow the directions given by the
treating physician or other person and take precautions as are necessary and are
recommended. Any person starting to take treatment shall continue the treatment until
discharged by the physician or other person treating him or her.

(c) Any infected person who fails to return for further treatment within ten days after the
last date set by the physician or other person for the patient to return for further treatment,
without lawful excuse therefor, is guilty of a misdemeanor and, shall be punished as
provided in section twenty-six of this article.

(d) After the expiration of the ten days provided in subsection (c) of this section, the
physician or other person to whom the patient should have returned for treatment shall,
unless he or she has knowledge of good reasons why the patient failed to return, make a
report of the facts in the case to the local health officer having proper jurisdiction. The local
health officer shall at once make an investigation to ascertain why the patient failed to
return, and shall take any steps necessary in the matter to protect the public health,
including obtaining the arrest, detention and quarantine of the patient.

April 1, 2026 Page 1 of 1 §16-4-9



