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§17-2E-1. Legislative findings.

(a) The Legislature finds that it is in the public interest to accommodate telecommunications
facilities on Division of Highways right-of-way when the use of the right-of-way does not
adversely affect the safety of the traveling public or impair the highway or its aesthetic
quality or conflict with any federal, state, or local laws, rules, regulations, or policies.

(b) The Legislature further finds that a broadband connection is an essential part of
developing the state and local economies, enhancing the transportation system and creating
a safer and more secure environment for our citizens.

(c) The Legislature further finds that expanding telecommunication facilities will allow the
state to participate in the E-Rate Program of funding for digital education in America to
provide reliable services opportunities for education and training.

(d) The Legislature further finds that fast, reliable broadband connections enhance
telemedical opportunities for our rural doctors and hospitals, linking them to our major
medical centers. Thereby overcoming distance barriers, and improving access to medical
services that often are not consistently available in rural communities.

(e) The Legislature further finds that instituting a dig once policy encourages
telecommunications carriers to coordinate installation of broadband conduit to minimize
costs to the carriers and minimize disruption and inconvenience to the traveling public.
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