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§17A-10-1. Classification of vehicles for purpose of registration.

Vehicles subject to registration under the provisions of this chapter shall be placed in the
following classes for the purpose of registration:

Class A. Motor vehicles of passenger type and trucks with a gross weight of ten thousand
pounds or less;

Class B. Motor vehicles designated as trucks with a gross weight of more than ten thousand
pounds, truck tractors or road tractors;

Class C. All trailers and semitrailers, except house trailers and trailers or semitrailers
designed to be drawn by Class A motor vehicles and having a gross weight of less than two
thousand pounds;

Class G. Motorcycles and parking enforcement vehicles;

Class H. Motor vehicles operated regularly for the transportation of persons for
compensation under a certificate of convenience and necessity or contract carrier permit
issued by the Public Service Commission;

Class J. Motor vehicles operated for transportation of persons for compensation by common
carriers, not running over a regular route or between fixed termini;

Class M. Mobile equipment as defined in subdivision (oo), section one, article one of this
chapter;

Class R. House trailers;

Class T. Trailers or semitrailers of a type designed to be drawn by Class A vehicles and
having a gross weight of less than two thousand pounds; and

Class X. Motor vehicles designated as trucks having a minimum gross weight of more than
eight thousand pounds and a maximum gross weight of eighty thousand pounds, used
exclusively in the conduct of a farming business, engaged in the production of agricultural
products by means of: (a) The planting, cultivation and harvesting of agricultural,
horticultural, vegetable or other products of the soil; or (b) the raising, feeding and care of
livestock, poultry, bees and dairy cattle. A farm truck may be used only for the
transportation of agricultural products produced by the owner of the truck, for the
transportation of agricultural supplies used in the production or for private passenger use.
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§17A-10-2. Registration fees of motor vehicles used for transportation of property
and persons determined by declared gross weight.

The declared gross weight as stated in the application for registration shall be the basis for
determination of fees to be paid for operation of trucks used separately and not in
combination with other vehicles in transportation of property.

The basis for determination of fees to be paid for operation of trucks, truck tractors, and
road tractors used in combination with other vehicles for the transportation of property shall
be the combined declared gross weight of the truck, truck tractor, or road tractor and the
vehicle to be drawn by such truck, truck tractor or road tractor; the declared gross weight of
the entire combination of truck, truck tractor, or road tractor and the trailer or semitrailer to
be drawn by such motive vehicle to be considered as one unit for purpose of determining the
fees to be paid for such truck, truck tractor, or road tractor.

The basis for determination of fees to be paid for operation of Class H vehicles shall be the
manufacturer's declared weight plus one hundred and fifty pounds for each seat.
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§17A-10-3.  Registration fees for vehicles equipped with pneumatic tires.

The following registration fees for the classes indicated shall be paid to the division for the
registration of vehicles subject to registration under this chapter when equipped with
pneumatic tires:

(a) Registration fees for the following classes shall be paid to the division annually:

(1) Class A. — The registration fee for motor vehicles of this class is $50. The Division of
Motor Vehicles may adjust this fee every five years on September 1, based on the U. S.
Department of Labor, Bureau of Labor Statistics most current Consumer Price Index:
Provided, That an increase in such fee may not exceed ten percent of the total fee amount in
a single year: Provided, however, That the registration fees and any other fees required by
this chapter for Class A vehicles under the optional biennial staggered registration system
shall be multiplied by two and paid biennially to the division.

No license fee may be charged for vehicles owned by churches, or by trustees for churches,
which are regularly used for transporting parishioners to and from church services.
Notwithstanding the exemption, the certificate of registration and license plates shall be
obtained the same as other cards and plates under this article.

(2) Class B. — The registration fee for all motor vehicles of this class is as follows:

(A) For declared gross weights of ten thousand one pounds to sixteen thousand pounds —
$28 plus $5 for each one thousand pounds or fraction of one thousand pounds that the gross
weight of the vehicle or combination of vehicles exceeds ten thousand pounds.

(B) For declared gross weights greater than sixteen thousand pounds, but less than fifty-five
thousand pounds — $78.50 plus $10 for each one thousand or fraction of one thousand
pounds that the gross weight of the vehicle or combination of vehicles exceeds sixteen
thousand pounds.

(C) For declared gross weights of fifty-five thousand pounds or more — $737.50 plus $15.75
for each one thousand pounds or fraction of one thousand pounds that the gross weight of
the vehicle or combination of vehicles exceeds fifty-five thousand pounds.

(3) Class G. — The registration fee for each motorcycle or parking enforcement vehicle is $8:
Provided, That the registration fee and any other fees required by this chapter for Class G
vehicles shall be for at least one year from the date of registration and under an optional
biennial registration system the annual fee shall be multiplied by two and paid biennially to
the division.

(4) Class H. — The registration fee for all vehicles for this class operating entirely within the
state is $5; and for vehicles engaged in interstate transportation of persons, the registration
fee is the amount of the fees provided by this section for Class B, reduced by the amount
that the mileage of the vehicles operated in states other than West Virginia bears to the total
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mileage operated by the vehicles in all states under a formula to be established by the
Division of Motor Vehicles.

(5) Class J. — The registration fee for all motor vehicles of this class is $85. Ambulances and
hearses used exclusively as ambulances and hearses are exempt from the special fees set
forth in this section.

(6) Class M. — The registration fee for all vehicles of this class is $17.50.

(7) Class X. — The registration fee for all motor vehicles of this class is as follows:

(A) For farm trucks of declared gross weights of eight thousand one pounds to sixteen
thousand pounds — $30.

(B) For farm trucks of declared gross weights of sixteen thousand one pounds to twenty-two
thousand pounds — $60.

(C) For farm trucks of declared gross weights of twenty-two thousand one pounds to twenty-
eight thousand pounds — $90.

(D) For farm trucks of declared gross weights of twenty-eight thousand one pounds to thirty-
four thousand pounds — $115.

(E) For farm trucks of declared gross weights of thirty-four thousand one pounds to forty-
four thousand pounds — $160.

(F) For farm trucks of declared gross weights of forty-four thousand one pounds to fifty-four
thousand pounds — $205.

(G) For farm trucks of declared gross weights of fifty-four thousand one pounds to eighty
thousand pounds — $250: Provided, That the provisions of subsection (a), section eight,
article one, chapter seventeen-e of this code do not apply if the vehicle exceeds sixty-four
thousand pounds and is a truck tractor or road tractor.

(b) Registration fees for the following classes shall be paid to the division for a maximum
period of three years, or portion of a year based on the number of years remaining in the
three-year period designated by the commissioner:

(1) Class R. — The annual registration fee for all vehicles of this class is $12.

(2) Class T. — The annual registration fee for all vehicles of this class is $8.

(c) The fees paid to the division for a multiyear registration provided by this chapter shall be
the same as the annual registration fee established by this section and any other fee
required by this chapter multiplied by the number of years for which the registration is
issued.
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(d) The registration fee for all Class C vehicles is $50. All Class C trailers shall be registered
for the duration of the owner’s interest in the trailer and do not expire until either sold or
otherwise permanently removed from the service of the owner: Provided, That a registrant
may transfer a Class C registration plate from a trailer owned less than thirty days to
another Class C trailer titled in the name of the registrant upon payment of the transfer fee
prescribed in section ten of this article.
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§17A-10-3a. Special registration of antique motor vehicles and motorcycles;
definition, registration, and use of classic motor vehicles and classic motorcycles;
customized antique plates.

(a) The annual registration fee for any antique motor vehicle or motorcycle as defined in this
section is $2. As used in this section:

"Antique motor vehicle" means any motor vehicle, regardless of weight, which is more than
25 years old and is owned solely as a collector's item.

“Antique military vehicle” means an antique motor vehicle, regardless of the vehicle's size or
weight, that was manufactured for use in any country's military forces, and that is
maintained to represent its military design and markings accurately, including a trailer
meeting the same requirements, but not including a vehicle or trailer currently in service.

"Antique motorcycle" means any motorcycle which is more than 25 years old and is owned
solely as a collector's item.

"Classic motor vehicle" means a motor vehicle which is more than 25 years old and is
registered pursuant to §17A-10-3 of this code and is used for general transportation.

"Classic motorcycle" means a motorcycle which is more than 25 years old and is registered
pursuant to §17A-10-3 of this code and is used for general transportation.

(b) Except as otherwise provided in this section, antique motor vehicles or motorcycles may
not be used for general transportation but may only be used for:

(1) Participation in club activities, exhibits, tours, parades, and similar events;

(2) The purpose of testing their operation, obtaining repairs or maintenance, and
transportation to and from events as described in subdivision (1) of this subsection; and

(3) Recreational purposes: Provided, That a classic motor vehicle or a classic motorcycle as
defined in this section may be registered under the applicable class at the applicable
registration fee set forth in §17A-10-3 of this code and may be used for general
transportation.

(c) A West Virginia motor vehicle or motorcycle displaying license plates of the same year of
issue as the model year of the antique motor vehicle or motorcycle, as authorized in this
section, may be used for general transportation purposes if the following conditions are met:

(1) The license plate's physical condition has been inspected and approved by the Division of
Motor Vehicles;

(2) The license plate is registered to the specific motor vehicle or motorcycle by the Division
of Motor Vehicles;
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(3) The owner of the motor vehicle or motorcycle annually registers the motor vehicle or
motorcycle and pays an annual registration fee for the motor vehicle or motorcycle equal to
that charged to obtain regular state license plates;

(4) The motor vehicle or motorcycle passes a periodic safety inspection; and

(5) The motor vehicle or motorcycle displays a sticker attached to the license plate, issued by
the division, indicating that the motor vehicle or motorcycle may be used for general
transportation.

(d) If more than one request is made for license plates having the same number, the division
shall accept only the first application.

(e) The commissioner may propose rules for legislative approval in accordance with the
provisions of §29A-3-1 et seq. of this code as may be necessary or convenient for the carrying
out of the provisions of this section.

(f) Upon appropriate application, together with a special annual fee of $40, which is in
addition to all other fees required by this chapter, there shall be issued to the owner of an
antique motor vehicle a special registration plate for an antique motor vehicle titled in the
name of the qualified applicant, bearing a combination of letters or numbers requested by
that applicant, subject to the approval by the commissioner, and with the maximum number
of letters or numbers to be determined by the commissioner.

(g) Upon proper application pursuant to subsection (f) of this section, the commissioner shall
approve an alternative registration insignia for an antique military vehicle that is compatible
with the vehicle's original markings, including, but not limited to, the display of the vehicle's
unique military identification number not to exceed eight characters on the bumper of the
vehicle: Provided, That nothing in this section exempts the operator of an antique military
vehicle from the requirements set forth in §17A-3-13 of this code. Pursuant to this
subsection, an antique military vehicle is exempt from the requirement to display a
registration plate if the exemption is necessary to maintain the vehicle's accurate military
marking.

(h) The commissioner is hereby authorized to develop an antique fleet plate program to
enable an owner of five or more antique motor vehicles to use a single registration plate on
multiple antique motor vehicles. The owner is required to register with the Division of Motor
Vehicles every antique motor vehicle upon which the plate will be displayed. The annual
registration fee for an antique fleet plate is $2 a year per registered antique motor vehicle.
The antique fleet plate is valid for one year and must be renewed annually. The antique fleet
plate may be used on a newly acquired antique motor vehicle prior to titling: Provided, That
the owner completes an application for a 30-day temporary digital registration card in the
format established by the commissioner and displays such card upon request when
operating the vehicle prior to titling and regular registration. The fee for a 30-day temporary
digital registration card is $10, and the commissioner is authorized to charge a convenience
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fee for electronic submission of the application.
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§17A-10-3b. Motorcycle safety fee.

Upon the annual registration of any motorcycle, the division shall collect a motorcycle safety
fee of $6.50, in addition to the registration fee specified in section three of this article. The
division shall deposit $5.50 of the motorcycle safety fee into the State Treasury and credit
the moneys to the motorcycle safety fund. The division shall deposit the remaining $1 of the
motorcycle safety fee into the State Treasury and credit the moneys collected to the
motorcycle license examination fund established in section seven-c, article two, chapter
seventeen-b of this code.
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§17A-10-3c.  Additional registration fees for alternative fuel vehicles.

(a) The annual registration fee for a vehicle fueled with hydrogen or natural gas is $200.

(b) The annual registration fee for a vehicle operating on a combination of electricity and
petrochemical fuels is $100.

(c) The annual registration fee for a vehicle operating exclusively on electricity is $200.

(d) The fees imposed by this section are in addition to any other fee set forth in this article.
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§17A-10-4. Registration fees for vehicles equipped with other than pneumatic tires.

Any vehicle subject to registration hereunder which is equipped with tires of a type other
than pneumatic tires shall pay double the fee set forth in section three for vehicles of its
class.
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§17A-10-5. Public service commission assessment must be paid before vehicle
registered; suspension of registration cards and plates issued to motor carriers;
privilege to exchange suspended registration cards and plates.

The commissioner shall not register any vehicle subject to economic regulation by the Public
Service Commission unless the assessment for such vehicle provided for in section six,
article six, chapter twenty-four-a of this code shall have been paid and notice of such
payment shall have been received by the commissioner in the manner provided by said
section.

The commissioner shall suspend any registration card and registration plate issued by the
department under authority of this section for any vehicle subject to economic regulation by
the Public Service Commission, pursuant to chapter twenty-four-a of this code, upon
receiving certification in writing from the Public Service Commission that said commission
has canceled, suspended or revoked the certificate of convenience and necessity, permit or
other operating authority of the motor carrier to whom or to which such registration card
and registration plate were issued under the authority provided by the first paragraph of this
section: Provided, That the motor carrier to whom or to which said registration card and
registration plate were issued shall have the privilege of receiving in exchange for any such
suspended registration card and registration plate a registration card and registration plate
for a vehicle of a different class as provided by section one of article four of this chapter.
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§17A-10-6.

Repealed.

Acts, 1969 Reg. Sess., Ch. 114.
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§17A-10-7. Reduced fees for portion of year.

The registration fees herein prescribed shall be for the entire fiscal year: Provided, That
where application for such registration is made between October 1, and December 31,
inclusive, in any fiscal year, the charge therefor shall be three quarters of such yearly fee,
and when application for such registration is made between January 1, and the thirty-first
day of March, inclusive, in any fiscal year, the charges shall be one half of such yearly fee,
and where application for such registration is made between April 1 and June 30, inclusive,
in any fiscal year, the charges shall be one quarter of such yearly fee.
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§17A-10-8. Vehicles exempt from payment of registration fees.

The following specified vehicles shall be exempt from the payment of any registration fees:

(1) Any vehicle owned or operated by the United States government, the State of West
Virginia or any of their political subdivisions. The proper representative of the United States
government, the State of West Virginia or any of their political subdivisions shall make an
application for registration for the vehicle and the registration plate or plates issued for the
vehicle shall be displayed as provided in this chapter;

(2) Any fire vehicle owned or operated by a volunteer fire department organized for the
protection of community property;

(3) Any ambulance or any other emergency rescue vehicle owned or operated by a nonprofit,
charitable organization and used exclusively for charitable purposes;

(4) Any vehicle owned by a disabled veteran as defined by the provisions of Public Law 663
of the 79th Congress of the United States, or Public Law 187 of the 82nd Congress of the
United States, or Public Law 77 of the 90th Congress of the United States; except for
vehicles used for hire which are owned by disabled veterans;

(5) Not more than one vehicle owned by a veteran with a hundred percent total and
permanent service-connected disability as certified by the Director of the Department of
Veterans' Affairs of West Virginia and not used for commercial purposes;

(6) Not more than one Class A or Class G vehicle, as defined in section one of this article,
owned by a former prisoner of war and not used for commercial purposes. For purposes of
this subdivision, the term "prisoner of war" means any member of the Armed Forces of the
United States, including the United States Coast Guard and National Guard, who was held
by any hostile force with which the United States was actually engaged in armed conflict
during any period of the incarceration; or any person, military or civilian, assigned to duty
on the U.S.S. Pueblo who was captured by the military forces of North Korea on January 23,
1968, and thereafter held prisoner; except any person who, at any time, voluntarily,
knowingly and without duress, gave aid to or collaborated with or in any manner served any
such hostile force;

(7) Not more than one Class A or Class G vehicle, as defined in section one of this article,
owned by a recipient of the Congressional Medal of Honor and not used for commercial
purposes; and

(8) Vehicles registered in the name of community action agencies and used exclusively for a
Head Start program.
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§17A-10-9. Municipalities and other political subdivisions not to levy or charge
license tax on motor vehicles.

No license tax shall be levied or charged by any municipality or other political subdivision of
the state with respect to motor vehicles and their operation except as provided in chapter
eight-a, article five, section four, and also in chapter eight, article four, section twenty-seven
of the Code of West Virginia, as amended, but this prohibition shall not prevent
municipalities or other political subdivisions of the state from assessing and collecting the
regular property tax on such motor vehicle.

WV Le
gis

lat
ur

e



West Virginia Code §17A-10

June 19, 2026 Page 18 of 25 §17A-10

§17A-10-10.  Fees upon transfer of registration and issuance of certificates of title.

A fee of $10 shall be paid for a transfer of registration by an owner from one vehicle to
another vehicle of the same class or for surrender of registration of one vehicle in exchange
for registration of a vehicle of a different class in addition to the payment of any difference
in fees as provided in section one, article four of this chapter. The Division of Motor Vehicles
may adjust this fee every five years on September 1, based on the U. S. Department of
Labor, Bureau of Labor Statistics most current Consumer Price Index: Provided, That an
increase in such fee may not exceed ten percent of the total fee amount in a single year.

A fee of $10 shall be paid for the transfer of registration from a deceased person to his or
her legal heir or legatee as provided in section five, article four of this chapter. The Division
of Motor Vehicles may adjust this fee every five years on September 1, based on the U. S.
Department of Labor, Bureau of Labor Statistics most current Consumer Price Index:
Provided, That an increase in such fee may not exceed ten percent of the total fee amount in
a single year.

A fee of $10 shall be paid for the issuance of a certificate of title. The Division of Motor
Vehicles may adjust this fee every five years on September 1, based on the U. S. Department
of Labor, Bureau of Labor Statistics most current Consumer Price Index: Provided, That an
increase in such fee may not exceed ten percent of the total fee amount in a single year.
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§17A-10-11.  Fees for duplicate registration plates, registration cards and
certificates of title.

A fee of $10 shall be paid for the issuance of duplicate or substitute registration plates,
registration cards or certificates of title. The Division of Motor Vehicles may adjust this fee
every five years on September 1, based on the U. S. Department of Labor, Bureau of Labor
Statistics most current Consumer Price Index: Provided, That an increase in such fee may
not exceed ten percent of the total fee amount in a single year. The provisions of this article
enacted in 2017 take effect on July 1, 2017.
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§17A-10-12. When fees returnable.

Whenever any application to the department is accompanied by any fee as required by law
and such application is refused or rejected said fee shall be returned to said applicant.

Whenever the department through error collects any fee not required to be paid hereunder
the same shall be refunded to the person paying the same upon application therefor made
within six months after the date of such payment.
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§17A-10-13. Payment of fees and passenger seat tax to cities or towns.

The holders of a certificate of convenience and necessity authorizing the transportation of
property or person for hire wholly within any incorporated city or town and within its
adjacent suburban area not exceeding three miles distant from the city boundary shall pay
the fees and passenger seat tax provided for in this article, as to such operation wholly
within such city or town to such city or town instead of to the department of motor vehicles,
provided that any such city or town may collect the fee or tax for the operation wholly within
such city or town in lieu of but not greater than the fees and taxes provided in this article.
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§17A-10-14. Registration plate for amateur radio station operators; fees; rules and
forms.

(a) Any owner of a motor vehicle who is a resident of the State of West Virginia, and who
holds an unrevoked and unexpired official amateur radio station license and/or amateur
class operators' license issued by the federal communications commission, may apply for a
special registration plate for a Class A motor vehicle which, in lieu of the registration
numbers required by this article, shall be inscribed with the official amateur radio call
letters of the applicant as assigned by the federal communications commission.

(b) Each application shall be accompanied by proof of ownership of the amateur radio station
license; proof of compliance with the motor vehicle laws of the state relative to registration
and licensing of motor vehicles; payment of the registration, license and other fees required
by law; and payment of a special initial application fee in the amount of $10, which is in
addition to all other fees required by law. This special fee shall be collected by the division
and deposited into a special revolving fund to be used for the purpose of compensating the
Division of Motor Vehicles for additional costs and services required in the issuing of the
licenses.

(c) The commissioner shall promulgate rules in accordance with the provisions of chapter
twenty-nine-a of this code regarding proper forms to be used in making application for the
special license plates authorized by this section.
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§17A-10-15. Additional fee for contribution to the highway litter control fund.

In addition to each fee provided for in this article, an additional $1 fee shall be imposed on
the issuance of each certificate of registration and renewal thereof issued pursuant to article
three of this chapter. All money collected under this section shall be deposited in the State
Treasury and credited to a fund to be established within the department of highways, named
the "Highway Litter Control Fund" for litter control maintenance of the highways. The
additional fee provided herein shall be imposed for each application for such certificate and
renewal thereof made on or after July 1, 1988.
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§17A-10-16. Fee for the A. James Manchin Fund.

In addition to each fee provided for in this article, an additional $5 fee shall be imposed on
the issuance of each certificate of title issued pursuant to article three of this chapter. All
money collected under this section shall be deposited in the State Treasury and credited to
the A. James Manchin Fund to be established within the Division of Highways for waste tire
remediation in accordance to the provisions of article fifteen-a, chapter twenty-two of this
code. The Commissioner is to work with the Secretary of the Department of Environmental
Protection to accomplish the goals of said chapter. The additional fee provided herein shall
be imposed for each application for certificate and renewal thereof made on or after July 1,
2000: Provided, That no further collections or deposits shall be made after the Commissioner
certifies to the Governor and the Legislature that the remediation of all waste tire piles that
were determined by the Commissioner to exist on June 1, 2001, has been completed.
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§17A-10-17.  Fee for West Virginia Parkways Authority Single Fee Program.

In addition to each fee provided in this article, an additional fee for any single fee program
that may be implemented by the West Virginia Parkways Authority pursuant to section six,
article sixteen-a, chapter seventeen of this code shall be payable upon the issuance of each
certificate of registration and renewal thereof issued pursuant to article three of this
chapter.  The Division shall collect and deposit all the additional fees into the West Virginia
Parkways Authority Single Fee Program Fund created in section eleven-a, article sixteen-a,
chapter seventeen of this code.  The additional fee provided herein may be imposed for each
application for such certificate and renewal thereof made on or after July 1, 2017.
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