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WEST VIRGINIA CODE: §17A-3A-3

§17A-3A-3. Certificates of title.

(a) Before any imported vehicle which has not previously been

titled or registered in the United States may be titled in this state, the applicant must
submit: (1) A manufacturer's certificate of origin issued by the actual vehicle manufacturer
together with a notarized translation thereof; or (2) the documents constituting valid proof of
ownership by an individual owner or exporter and evidencing a change of such ownership to
the applicant, together with a notarized translation of any document; or (3) with regard to
vehicles imported from countries which cancel the vehicle registration and title for export,
the documents assigned to such vehicle after the registration and title have been canceled,
together with a notarized translation thereof, and proof satisfactory to the division that the
motor vehicle complies with the United States Clean Air Act and the Motor Vehicle Safety
Act.

(b) In the event that the documents submitted as required by subsection (a) of this section
do not name as owner the current applicant for a certificate of title, the applicant must also
submit reliable proof of a chain of title. For those countries which utilize documents of
registration rather than a certificate of title, proof of a chain of title for purposes of this
subsection shall be accomplished by presenting the change of ownership certificate referred
to in subsection (a) of this section.
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