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WEST VIRGINIA CODE: §17A-4A-2

§17A-4A-2. Liens and encumbrances subsequently created.

(a) Liens or encumbrances placed on vehicles by the voluntary act of the owner after the
original issue of title to be properly recorded must be shown on the certificate of title. In
such cases, the owner or lienholder shall file application with the division on a blank
furnished for that purpose, setting forth the lien or liens and such information and evidence
of the lien in connection therewith as the division may deem necessary. Such information
shall include the name and address of the lienholder, the kind of and nature of the lien, the
date thereof, and the amount thereby secured. However, only the name and address of the
lienholder shall be endorsed on the title certificate with the endorsement of the fact of such
lien as hereinafter provided. The division, if satisfied that it is proper that the same be
recorded, and upon surrender of the certificate of title covering the vehicle, shall thereupon
issue a new certificate of title, showing the liens or encumbrances in the order of their filing
being according to the date, hour, and minute of receipt by the division of the application for
the same. For the purpose of recording a subsequent lien on a certificate of title, the
subsequent lienholder shall make a written request upon the lienholder in possession of the
certificate of title, accompanied by proof of the existence of the subsequent lien, stating his
or her need to have possession of the certificate of title for the purpose of having his or her
lien recorded thereon by the division. Thereupon, the lienholder in possession of the
certificate shall within a reasonable time, not to exceed 10 days from the receipt of said
written request, deliver the certificate of title to the requesting subsequent lienholder.

Upon delivery of the certificate of title, the subsequent lienholder shall immediately forward
it and the lienholder's own application to the division for the filing of the lien and for the
recording of the same on the certificate of title. Upon issuing the new certificate, the division
shall thereupon send or deliver it to the holder of the first lien.

(b) The provisions of subsection (a) of this section shall not apply to: (1) Vehicles held as
inventory for sale by a registered dealer holding title by assignment entered upon a
certificate of title; or (2) vehicles for which certificates of title have been issued and are held
as inventory for lease by a vehicle rental agency or similar person engaged solely in the
business of leasing vehicles. Any lien or encumbrance placed on such vehicles by the
voluntary act of the owner shall be created and perfected in accordance with the provisions
of §46-9-1 et seq. of this code.
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