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WEST VIRGINIA CODE: §17C-17-10

§17C-17-10. Officers may weigh, measure or examine vehicles and require removal
or rearrangement of excess loads.

(a) Any police officer or employee of the Division of Highways or the Public Service
Commission designated as a commercial vehicle enforcement officer or member of an official
weighing crew by his or her representative agency may require the driver of any vehicle or
combination of vehicles located on or within one hundred feet of any public highway or right-
of-way, and whether moving or stopped, to submit the vehicle or combination of vehicles to a
weighing with portable or stationary weighing devices or submit the vehicle or combination
of vehicles to a measuring or to any other examination necessary to determine if the vehicle
or combination of vehicles is in violation of any of the provisions of this article or article
seventeen-a of this chapter, and may require that the vehicle or combination of vehicles be
driven to the nearest weighing device.

No vehicle or combination of vehicles may be detained for weighing unless a portable or
stationary weighing device is actually present at the location where, and at the time, the
vehicle or combination of vehicles is stopped or unless the vehicle or combination of vehicles
is escorted immediately after being stopped to the nearest portable or stationary weighing
device. In no case may a vehicle or combination of vehicles be detained more than one hour
from the time it is stopped for weighing unless the vehicle or combination of vehicles is
impounded for another violation or placed out of service for a safety violation.

(b) Whenever a police officer or a member of an official weighing crew or a commercial
vehicle enforcement officer determines that a vehicle or combination of vehicles is in
violation of any of the provisions of this article or article seventeen-a of this chapter, he or
she may require the driver to remain in place or be moved to a suitable location until the
vehicle or combination of vehicles is brought into conformity with the provisions violated.

In the case of a weight violation all material unloaded shall be cared for by the owner, lessee
or borrower of the vehicle or combination of vehicles at the risk of the owner, lessee or
borrower: Provided, That no criminal charge shall be preferred against any driver, operator
or owner of a vehicle when a rearrangement of the load upon the vehicle, without removal of
the load from the vehicle, reduces the axle loads of the vehicle to the limit permitted under
this chapter.

(c) Any driver of a vehicle or combination of vehicles who fails or refuses to comply with any
requirement or provision of this section shall be guilty of a misdemeanor, or in the case of
any driver of a vehicle engaged in the transportation of coal, any other additional penalties
that may be applicable under the provisions of article seventeen-a of this chapter.
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