West Virginia Code §18-5G-8

WEST VIRGINIA CODE: §18-5G-8

§18-5G-8. Application to establish public charter school.

(a) To establish a new public charter school, to convert an existing noncharter public school
to a public charter school or establish a program conversion public charter school, an
applicant shall submit a charter application to an authorizer. The West Virginia Professional
Charter School Board may accept all types of applications. Charter authorizers shall accept
and document the date and time of receipt of all charter applications.

(b) The application shall contain, at a minimum, the following information:

(1) A mission statement and a vision statement for the public charter school, including
specialized academic focus, if any, to be promoted and advanced through the establishment
of the public charter school;

(2) A detailed description of the public charter school’s proposed program;

(3) The student achievement goals for the public charter school’s program and the chosen
methods of evaluating whether students have attained the skills and knowledge specified for
those goals;

(4) The school’s plan for using data derived from student evaluations and assessments,
including the statewide summative assessment, to drive instruction and promote continued
school improvement;

(5) An explanation of how the school’s proposed program is likely to improve the
achievement of traditionally underperforming students in the local school district;

(6) The proposed governance structure of the school, including a list of members of the
initial governing board, a draft of bylaws that include the description of the qualifications,
terms, and methods of appointment or election of governing board members, and the
organizational structure of the school that clearly presents lines of authority and reporting
between the governing board, school administrators, staff, any related bodies such as
advisory bodies or parent and teacher councils, and any external organizations that will play
a role in managing the school;

(7) Plans and timelines for student enrollment, including the school primary recruitment
area and policies and procedures for conducting transparent and random admission lotteries
when applications for enrollment exceed capacity that are open to the public and consistent
with this article;

(8) A proposed five-year budget, including the start-up year and projections for four
additional years with clearly stated assumptions;
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(9) Proposed fiscal and internal control policies for the public charter school;

(10) Acknowledgement that the public charter school will participate in the state’s
accountability system;

(11) A proposed handbook that outlines the personnel policies of the public charter school,
including the criteria to be used in the hiring of qualified teachers, school administrators,
and other school employees, a description of staff responsibilities, and the school’s plan to
evaluate personnel on an annual basis;

(12) An explanation of proposed student discipline procedures, including disciplinary
procedures for students with disabilities, which shall be consistent with the requirements of
due process and with state and federal laws and regulations governing the placement of
students with disabilities;

(13) A description of the facilities to be used by the public charter school, including the
location of the school and how the facility supports the implementation of the school’s
program. The school shall obtain all required occupation and operation certificates and
licenses prior to the first instructional day for students;

(14) The proposed ages and grade levels to be served by the public charter school, including
the planned minimum and maximum enrollment per grade per year;

(15) The school calendar and school day schedule;

(16) Types and amounts of insurance coverage to be obtained by the public charter school,
which:

(A) Shall include adequate insurance for liability, property loss, and the personal injury of
students comparable to non-charter public schools within the local school district operated
by the county board; and

(B) May include coverage from the Board of Risk and Insurance Management pursuant to
§29-12-5a of this code;

(17) A description of the food services to be provided to students attending the school;

(18) Process and procedures to be followed in the case of the closure or dissolution of the
public charter school, including provisions for the transfer of students and student records
to the appropriate local school district and an assurance and agreement to payment of net
assets or equity after payment of debts;

(19) A code of ethics for the school setting forth the standards of conduct expected of its
governing board, officers, and employees;

(20) The public charter school’s plan for successfully serving students with disabilities,
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students who are English language learners, bilingual students, and students who are
academically behind and gifted, including, but not limited to, the school’s plan for
compliance with all applicable federal and state laws and regulations;

(21) A description of cocurricular and extracurricular programs to be offered by the public
charter school and how they will be funded and delivered;

(22) The process by which the school will resolve any disputes with the authorizer;

(23) A detailed start-up plan, including financing, tasks, timelines, and individuals
responsible for carrying out the plan;

(24) The public charter school’s plan for notice to parents and others of enrollment in the
school as an option available for students and the school’s primary recruitment area; and

(25) The public charter school’s plan for parental involvement.

(c) If the applicant intends to contract with an education service provider for educational
program implementation or comprehensive management, the application shall additionally
require the applicant to provide the following information with respect to the educational
service provider:

(1) Evidence of success in serving student populations similar to the targeted population,
including demonstrated academic achievement as well as successful management of
nonacademic school functions, if applicable;

(2) Student performance data and financial audit reports for all current and past public
charter schools;

(3) Documentation of and explanation for any actions taken, legal or otherwise, against any
of its public charter schools for academic, financial, or ethical concerns;

(4) The proposed duration of the service contract;

(5) The annual proposed fees and other amounts to be paid to the education service
provider;

(6) The roles and responsibilities of the governing board, the school staff, and the education
service provider;

(7) The scope of services and resources to be provided by the education service provider;
(8) Performance evaluation measures and timelines;
(9) Methods of contract oversight and enforcement;

(10) Investment disclosure;
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(11) Conditions for renewal and termination of the contract; and

(12) Disclosure and explanation any existing or potential conflicts of interest between the
governing board and the proposed education service provider or any affiliated business
entities.

(d) A public charter school may submit to its authorizer a proposed amendment to any
information in its application at any time and the authorizer may approve or reject the
proposed amendment.

(e) If a currently authorized public charter school in good standing with its authorizer seeks
to establish a second location or campus, the public charter school may submit an
abbreviated application to its authorizer for the second location or campus which is only
required to include the information set forth in §18-5G-8(b)(13), §18-5G-8(b)(16), and
§18-5G-8(b)(23) of this code.

(f) A rural in-person public charter school may be established by its rural charter school
governing board under the sponsorship of a public charter school or county school board to
serve eligible students. If the sponsoring public charter school is in good standing with its
authorizer, the application submitted to establish the rural in-person public charter school
may be in an abbreviated form and is only required to include the information required of a
currently authorized public charter school applying to establish a second location or campus
pursuant to §18-5G-8(d) of this code. All provisions of this article that are not contrary to this
section apply to a rural in-person public charter school.
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