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WEST VIRGINIA CODE: §18-9D-19

§18-9D-19. Comprehensive high schools.

(a) When planning the construction of a high school which has been approved by the
authority and which meets the required authority efficiencies, the authority shall provide
funding for comprehensive vocational facilities to be located, when feasible, on the same site
as the high school and may, in cooperation with the Higher Education Policy Commission,
established in §18B-1B-1 of this code, provide funding for facilities for community and
technical college education. When building in conjunction with the Higher Education Policy
Commission, an educational specification must be developed for the proposed new facility by
the appropriate institutional governing board as defined in §18B-1-2 of this code. The county
board is the fiscal agent for construction. All planning, design, bidding, and construction
must be completed with authority guidelines and under the supervision of the authority.

(b) When planning the construction of a high school which has been approved by the
authority and meets the required authority efficiencies, the authority shall provide funding
sufficient for the construction of at least one auxiliary gymnasium. The authority may
establish standards for the auxiliary gymnasium.

(c) Upon application of a county board to construct comprehensive vocational facilities at an
existing high school, the authority will provide technical assistance to the county in
developing a plan for construction of the comprehensive vocational facility. The facility may,
in cooperation with the Higher Education Policy Commission in accordance with the
provisions of subsection (a) of this section, include facilities for community and technical
college education. Upon development of the plan, the authority shall consider funding based
on the following criteria:

(1) The distance of any existing vocational facilities from the high schools it serves;

(2) The time required to travel to and from the vocational facility to the high schools it
serves;

(3) The ability of the county board to provide local funds for the construction of new
comprehensive vocational facilities;

(4) The size of the existing high schools and the demand for vocational technical courses;
(5) The age and physical condition of the existing vocational facilities; and
(6) Such other criteria as the authority shall consider appropriate.

(d) When planning the construction of a high school in a county which is served by a
multicounty vocational technical facility, the county may not be required to include the
construction of a comprehensive vocational facility in the plan. If the county board elects to
March 7, 2026 Page 1 of 2 §18-9D-19



West Virginia Code §18-9D-19
construct a comprehensive vocational facility pursuant to this section, the board shall
include the multicounty center director and board in planning programs to be offered at the
vocational facility which complement the programs offered at the multicounty center and
may as part of the plan include facilities for community and technical college education at
the multicounty center. The programs offered at the vocational facility may not replace the
programs offered at the multicounty vocational technical center without the consent of the
center board.

(e) Notwithstanding any other provisions of this section to the contrary, the county board in
which there is an existing comprehensive vocational center, may eliminate any vocational
offering from a new comprehensive high school if the county board:

(1) Completes a comprehensive vocational curriculum study, as required by the authority,
including an evaluation of both the programmatic and physical facilities of the existing
center and coordinates the county’s vocational curriculum; and

(2) Submits the plan to the authority for review and obtains the authority’s approval.
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