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WEST VIRGINIA CODE: §19-2H-3

§19-2H-3. Authority of the department; duties and obligations of the commissioner.

(a) The department is hereby granted authority to regulate captive cervid farming facilities

in this state in accordance with this article. Subject to the transition provisions contained in
this article, no person may operate a captive cervid farming facility in this state unless that

person holds a license issued by the commissioner pursuant to this article.

(b) The commissioner or his or her designees may:
(1) Establish a section and designate staff responsible for the enforcement of this article;
(2) Contract with veterinarians, biologists or other professionals to implement this article;

(3) Enter into contracts or compacts with state agencies or other states to enhance the
biosecurity of captive cervid farming facilities in this and other states;

(4) Lease, rent, purchase, construct, maintain, operate, sell, encumber or assign rights of
real or personal property to meet the objectives of this article;

(5) Hold hearings, subpoena witnesses, administer oaths, take testimony, require the
production of evidence and designate hearing examiners and employees;

(6) Take any other action necessary or incidental to the performance of his or her duties
pursuant to this article;

(7) Regulate the movement of captive cervids and require the documentation of the origin
and destination of all shipments of captive cervids; and

(8) Prohibit captive cervid facilities in this state from receiving live captive cervids or any
byproduct thereof, or captive cervid genetic materials from a captive cervid facility that has
had a confirmed chronic wasting disease or tuberculosis positive cervid in the last sixty
months.
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