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§20-14-1. Legislative findings.

The West Virginia Legislature finds that there is a significant need within the state and
throughout the eastern United States for well-managed facilities for trail-oriented recreation
for off-highway motor vehicle enthusiasts. The Legislature further finds that under an
appropriate contractual and management scheme, well-managed, trail-oriented recreation
facilities could exist on private property without diminishing the landowner’s interest,
control, or profitability in the land and without increasing the landowner’s exposure to
liability.

The Legislature further finds that, with the cooperation of private landowners, there is an
opportunity to provide trail-oriented recreation facilities primarily on private property in the
mountainous terrain of southern West Virginia and that the facilities will provide significant
economic and recreational benefits to the state and to the communities in southern West
Virginia through increased tourism in the same manner as whitewater rafting and snow
skiing benefit the state and communities surrounding those activities.

The Legislature further finds that the economic benefits of trail development are only
realized when the ridership is concentrated in specific areas. Before private capital will be
brought to the marketplace in support of a recreational trail system, a density of trail
ridership must be demonstrated and sustained over a period of years to warrant the
investment. Therefore, any expansion of the state’s recreational trail systems must be
strategic and require a showing that the new trail system would not only expand visitation,
but would not materially detract from the visitation and ridership on existing trail systems
where numerous private and public investments have already been made.

The Legislature further finds that the creation and empowering of a joint development entity
to work with the landowners, county officials and community leaders, state and federal
government agencies, recreational user groups, and other interested parties to enable and
facilitate the implementation of the facilities will greatly assist in the realization of these
potential benefits.

The Legislature further finds that it is in the best interests of the state to encourage private
landowners to make available for public use through the Hatfield-McCoy Regional
Recreation Authority land for these recreational purposes by limiting their liability for injury
to persons entering thereon, by limiting their liability for injury to the property of persons
entering thereon, and by limiting their liability to persons who may be injured or otherwise
damaged by the acts or omissions of persons entering thereon.
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