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WEST VIRGINIA CODE: §20-17-2
§20-17-2. Definitions.

Unless the context clearly requires a different meaning, the terms used in this article have
the following meanings:

(1) "Adjacent county" means a nonparticipating county that directly borders any
participating county in a multicounty trail network authority;

(2) "Authority" means a multicounty trail network authority created pursuant to this article;

(3) "Board" means the board of a multicounty trail network authority;

(4) "Contiguous counties" means a group of counties in which each county shares the border
of at least one other county in the group;

(5) "Fee" means the amount of money asked in return for an invitation to enter or go upon a
recreational area of a trail network, including a one-time fee for a particular event,
amusement, occurrence, adventure, incident, experience, or occasion as set by an authority,
which may differ in amount for different categories of participants;

(6) "Land" or "property" includes, but is not limited to, roads, water, watercourses, private
ways, buildings, premises, structures, and machinery or equipment, when attached to the
realty;

(7) "Owner" or "owner of land" means a person vested with title to real estate and those with
the ability to exercise control over real estate and includes, but is not limited to, a tenant,
lessee, licensee, holder of a dominant estate, or other lawful occupant;

(8) "Participant" means any person using a recreational area of a trail network for
recreational purposes;

(9) "Person" means any public or private corporation, institution, association, society, firm,
organization, or company organized or existing under the laws of this or any other state or
country; the State of West Virginia; any state governmental agency; any political subdivision
of the state or of its counties or municipalities; a sanitary district; a public service district; a
drainage district; a conservation district; a watershed improvement district; a partnership,
trust, or estate; a person or individual; a group of persons or individuals acting individually
or as a group; any other legal entity; or any authorized agent, lessee, receiver, or trustee of
any of the foregoing;

(10) "Participating county" means one of the three or more counties forming a multicounty
trail network authority;

WV Le
gis

lat
ur

e



West Virginia Code §20-17-2

April 11, 2026 Page 2 of 2 §20-17-2

(11) "Recreational area" means the recreational trails and appurtenant facilities, including
trail head centers, parking areas, camping facilities, picnic areas, recreational areas, historic
or cultural interpretive sites, and other facilities or attractions that are a part of a
multicounty trail network authority system; and

(12) "Recreational purposes" means:

(A) Any outdoor activity undertaken, or practice or instruction in any such activity, for the
purpose of exercise, relaxation, or pleasure, including, but not limited to any one or any
combination of the following noncommercial recreational activities: Hunting, fishing,
swimming, boating, kayaking, camping, picnicking, hiking, rock climbing, bouldering,
bicycling, horseback riding, spelunking, nature study, water skiing, winter sports, and
visiting, viewing, or enjoying historical, archaeological, scenic, or scientific sites, aircraft, or
ultralight operations on private airstrips or farms, or otherwise using land for purposes of
the user;

(B) Parking on or traversing land, outside of the state road system, for the purpose of
engaging in a recreational activity described in paragraph (A) of this subdivision; or

(C) Maintaining or making improvements on land, including, but not limited to, artificial
improvements for the purpose of making the land accessible or usable for a recreational
activity described in paragraph (A) of this subdivision.
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