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WEST VIRGINIA CODE: §21-10-2

§21-10-2. Definitions.

As used in this article:

(a) "Amusement ride" means a mechanical device which carries or conveys passengers
along, around or over a fixed or restricted route or course for the purpose of giving its
passengers amusement, pleasure, thrills or excitement. The term includes carnival rides and
fair rides of a temporary or portable nature which are assembled and reassembled or rides
which are relocated from place to place. "Amusement ride" may not be construed to mean
any mechanical device which is coin operated and does not include the operation of a ski lift,
the operation of tramways at state parks, the operation of vehicles of husbandry incidental to
any agricultural operations or the operation of amusement devices of a permanent nature
which are subject to building regulations issued by cities or counties and existing applicable
safety orders;

(b) "Amusement attraction" means any building or structure around, over or through which
people may move or walk without the aid of any moving device integral to the building or
structure that provides amusement, pleasure, thrills or excitement, including those of a
temporary or portable nature which are assembled and reassembled or which are relocated
from place to place. The term does not include any enterprise principally devoted to the
exhibition of products of agriculture, industry, education, science, religion or the arts and
shall not be construed to include any concession stand or booth for the selling of food or
drink or souvenirs;

(c) "Kiddie ride" means an amusement ride or amusement attraction that is expressly
designed for or offered to: (1) Children age twelve or less; (2) persons who are forty-two
inches in height or less; or (3) persons who are ninety pounds in weight or less;

(d) "Intoxicated" means influenced or affected by the ingestion of alcohol, a controlled
substance, any intoxicant or any combination of alcohol, controlled substances and
intoxicants;

(e) "Mobile amusement ride or mobile amusement attraction" means an amusement ride or
amusement attraction which is erected in a single physical location for a period of less than
twelve consecutive months;

(f) "Operator" means the person having direct control of the starting, stopping and speed of
an amusement ride or attraction;

(g) "Owner" means any person, corporation, partnership, or association who owns an
amusement ride or attraction or, in the event that the amusement ride or attraction is
leased, the lessee;
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(h) "Stationary amusement ride or stationary amusement attraction" means an amusement
ride or amusement attraction that is erected in a single physical location for a period of more
than twelve consecutive months.

November 22, 2025 Page 2 of 2 §21-10-2



