
West Virginia Code §22-11-20

March 11, 2026 Page 1 of 1 §22-11-20

WEST VIRGINIA CODE: §22-11-20
§22-11-20. Control by state as to pollution; continuing jurisdiction.

No right to violate the rules of the board or director or to continue existing pollution of any
of the waters of the state exists nor may such right be acquired by virtue of past or future
pollution by any person. The right and control of the state in and over the quality of all
waters of the state are hereby expressly reserved and reaffirmed. It is recognized that with
the passage of time, additional efforts may have to be made by all persons toward control
and reduction of the pollution of the waters of the state, irrespective of the fact that such
persons may have previously complied with all orders of the director or board. It is also
recognized that there should be continuity and stability respecting pollution control
measures taken in cooperation with, and with the approval of, the director, or pursuant to
orders of the director or board. When a person is complying with the terms and conditions of
a permit granted pursuant to the provisions of section eleven of this article or when a person
has completed remedial action pursuant to an order of the director or board, additional
efforts may be required wherever and whenever the rules of the board or director or effluent
limitations are violated or the waters of the state are polluted by such person.
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