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WEST VIRGINIA CODE: §22-14-2
§22-14-2. Legislative findings; intent and purpose of article.

The Legislature finds that dams may constitute a potential hazard to people and property;
therefore, dams in this state must be properly regulated and controlled to protect the health,
safety and welfare of people and property in this state. It is the intent of the Legislature by
this article to provide for the regulation and supervision of dams in this state to the extent
necessary to protect the public health, safety and welfare. The Legislature has ordained this
article to fulfill its responsibilities to the people of this state and to protect their lives and
private and public property from the danger of a potential or actual dam failure. The
Legislature finds and declares that in light of the limited state resources available for the
purposes of this article, and in view of the high standards to which the United States natural
resources conservation service designs dams, independent state review of the plans and
specifications for dams designed by the natural resources conservation service and
construction oversight should not be required. The Legislature further finds and declares
that dams designed and constructed by the natural resources conservation service but not
owned or operated by it should be subject to the same provisions of inspection, after
construction and certification by the natural resources conservation service, as other dams
covered by this article, so long as any dam under the natural resources conservation service
program is designed with standards equal to or exceeding state requirements under this
article.
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