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WEST VIRGINIA CODE: §22-21-15
§22-21-15. Drilling units and pooling of interests.

(a) In the absence of a voluntary agreement, an operator, owner or other party claiming an
ownership interest in the coalbed methane may file an application with the chief to pool: (i)
Separately owned interests in a single tract; (ii) separately owned tracts; (iii) separately
owned interests in any tract; and (iv) any combination of (i), (ii) and (iii) to form a drilling
unit for the production of coalbed methane from one or more coalbed methane wells.

(b) The application for a drilling unit may accompany the application for a permit for a
coalbed methane well or be filed as a supplement to the permit application. Such application
shall be verified by the applicant and contain the following information for the proposed
unit:

(1) The identity of each well and operator as set out in the well permit application;

(2) Each well number, if one has been assigned;

(3) The acreage of the proposed unit, the identity and acreage of each separate tract to be
included in the proposed unit and, where parts of tracts are included, the acreage of such
parts;

(4) The district and county in which the unit is located;

(5) The names and addresses of all persons to whom notice must be provided under
subsection (a), section sixteen of this article known to the applicant. When any coal seam is
separately owned, the list of names shall identify such separate ownership giving the names
of the separately owned seams;

(6) A statement describing the actions taken by the applicant to obtain a voluntary
agreement from each interest owner or claimant named in the application to whom notice
must be provided under subsection (a), section sixteen of this article or any other owner or
claimant who has notified the applicant of a claim from which agreement has not been
obtained;

(7) Other pertinent and relevant information as the chief may prescribe by rules.

(c) The application for a drilling unit shall be accompanied with the following:

(1) A plat prepared by a licensed land surveyor or registered professional engineer showing
the location of the coalbed methane well or wells, or proposed well or wells, the boundary
and acreage of the proposed drilling unit, the boundary and acreage of each tract contained
in the unit and, where parts of tracts are included, the boundary and acreage of such parts,
a name identification of each tract and the district and county in which the unit is located.
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All boundaries must be shown with courses and distances;

(2) A permit application fee of $250;

(3) A certificate by the applicant that the notice requirements of section sixteen of this
article were satisfied by the applicant. Such certification may be by affidavit of personal
service, or the return receipt card, or other postal receipt, for certified mailing;

(4) An estimate of the cost, or the actual cost if known, of drilling, completing and equipping,
operating, plugging and abandoning any well or wells in the proposed unit.
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