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WEST VIRGINIA CODE: §22-21-16

§22-21-16. Notice to owners.

(a) At least thirty days prior to the date set for hearing under section seventeen of this
article, the applicant shall deliver by personal service or by certified mail, return receipt
requested, notice to the following:

(1) Each coal owner of record and coal operator of record of any coal seam underlying any
tract or portion thereof which is proposed to be included in the unit;

(2) Each owner and lessee of record and each operator of natural gas surrounding the well
bore and existing in formations above the top of the uppermost member of the "Onondaga
Group" or at a depth less than six thousand feet, whichever is shallower. Notices to gas
operators shall be sufficient if served upon the agent of record with the Office of Oil and
Gas; and

(3) Any coalbed methane owner to the extent not otherwise named which interest arises
from a deed, lease, contract, will, inheritance or other instrument of record wherein a
person or entity identified in subdivision (1) or (2), subsection (a) of this section or the
predecessor in title to such person or entity, expressly granted, leased, reserved or conveyed
coalbed methane.

(b) At least thirty days prior to the date set for the hearing under section seventeen of this
article, the applicant shall publish a notice by a Class II legal advertisement in the county or
counties in which the well unit is to be located. The legal advertisement shall contain the
information required by subsection (c) and any other information as the chief shall prescribe
by rule.

(c) The notice required by this section shall specify a time and place for a conference and a
hearing on this application, shall advise the persons notified that the applicant has filed an
application for a drilling unit for the production of coalbed methane, that they may be
present and object or offer comments to the formation of the proposed unit and shall be
accompanied with copies of: (i) The permit application for the coalbed methane well; (ii) the
permit application for the drilling unit; and (iii) the plat of the drilling unit. However, in the
case of the notice required by subsection (b) of this section, only the address of where an
interested party can obtain such copies is required to be published.

(d) Notice by the applicant to all persons to whom notice must be provided under subsection
(a) of this section and notice by publication as provided by subsection (b) of this section shall
be deemed to include, and shall be deemed to be sufficient notice to, all potential claimants
to ownership of the coalbed methane.
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