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WEST VIRGINIA CODE: §22-21-4

§22-21-4. Chief; powers and duties generally.

(a) The chief of the office of oil and gas shall have the duty of issuing permits and otherwise
supervising the execution and enforcement of the provisions of this article, all subject to the
review and approval of the director.

(b) The chief of the office of oil and gas is authorized to enact rules necessary to effectuate
the purposes of this article, subject to the review and approval by the director.

(c) In addition to all other powers and duties conferred upon the chief, the chief shall have
the power and duty to:

(1) Perform all duties which are expressly imposed upon him by the provisions of this article,
as well as duties assigned to him or her by the director;

(2) Perform all duties as the permit issuing authority for the state in all matters pertaining to
the exploration, development, production and recovery of coalbed methane in accordance
with the provisions of this article;

(3) Perform such acts as may be necessary or appropriate to secure to this state the benefits
of federal legislation by establishing programs relating to the exploration, development,
production and recovery of coalbed methane, which programs are assumable by the state;

(4) Visit and inspect any coalbed methane well or well site and call for the assistance of any
oil and gas inspectors or other employees of the office of oil and gas in the enforcement of
the provisions of this article;

(5) Collect the permit application fee for the drilling of a coalbed methane well;

(6) Collect the permit application fee for a drilling unit.
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