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WEST VIRGINIA CODE: §22-30-24

§22-30-24. Powers and duties of secretary.

(a) In addition to the powers and duties prescribed in this chapter or otherwise provided by
law, the secretary has the exclusive authority to perform all acts necessary to implement this
article.

(b) The secretary may receive and expend money from the federal government or any other
sources to implement this article.

(c) The secretary may revoke any registration or certificate to operate for a significant
violation of this article or the rules promulgated hereunder.

(d) The secretary may issue orders, assess civil penalties, institute enforcement proceedings,
and prosecute violations of this article as necessary.

(e) The secretary, in accordance with this article, may order corrective action to be
undertaken, take corrective action, or authorize a third party to take corrective action.

(f) The secretary may recover the costs of taking corrective action, including costs
associated with authorizing third parties to perform corrective action. Costs may not include
routine inspection and administrative activities not associated with a release.

(g) The secretary shall promulgate for review and consideration by the West Virginia
Legislature in the regular session of the Legislature, 2020, legislative rules to incorporate
the relevant provisions of this article in the Groundwater Protection Rules for Coal Mining,
38 CSR 2F, for tanks and devices located at coal mining operations.
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