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WEST VIRGINIA CODE: §22-6A-16

§22-6A-16. Compensation of surface owners for drilling operations.

(a) The provisions of article seven of this chapter do not apply to horizontal wells governed
by this article. In lieu thereof, the provisions of article six-b of this chapter shall provide for
the compensation of surface owners for damage caused by drilling horizontal wells.

(b) At least ten days prior to filing a permit application, an operator shall, by certified mail
return receipt requested or hand delivery, give the surface owner notice of its intent to enter
upon the surface owner's land for the purpose of drilling a horizontal well: Provided, That
notice given pursuant to subsection (a), section ten of this article satisfies the requirements
of this subsection as of the date the notice was provided to the surface owner: Provided,
however, That the notice requirements of this subsection may be waived in writing by the
surface owner. The notice, if required, shall include the name, address, telephone number,
and if available, facsimile number and electronic mail address of the operator and the
operator's authorized representative.

(c) No later than the date for filing the permit application, an operator shall, by certified mail
return receipt requested or hand delivery, give the surface owner whose land will be used
for the drilling of a horizontal well notice of the planned operation. The notice required by
this subsection shall include:

(1) A copy of this code section;

(2) The information required to be provided by subsection (b), section ten of this article to a
surface owner whose land will be used in conjunction with the drilling of a horizontal well;
and

(3) A proposed surface use and compensation agreement containing an offer of
compensation for damages to the surface affected by oil and gas operations to the extent the
damages are compensable under article six-b of this chapter.

(d) The notices required by this section shall be given to the surface owner at the address
listed in the records of the sheriff at the time of notice.
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