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WEST VIRGINIA CODE: §23-4-3B
§23-4-3b. Creation of health care advisory panel.

(a) The commission shall establish a health care advisory panel consisting of representatives
of the various branches and specialties among health care providers in this state which shall
be in existence until termination of the commission. There shall be a minimum of five
members of the health care advisory panel who shall receive reasonable compensation for
their services and reimbursement for reasonable actual expenses. Each member of this
panel shall be provided appropriate professional or other liability insurance, without
additional premium, by the state Board of Risk and Insurance Management created pursuant
to article twelve, chapter twenty-nine of this code. The panel shall:

(1) Establish guidelines for the health care which is reasonably required for the treatment of
the various types of injuries and occupational diseases within the meaning of section three of
this article;

(2) Establish protocols and procedures for the performance of examinations or evaluations
performed by physicians or medical examiners pursuant to sections seven-a and eight of this
article;

(3) Assist the commission in establishing guidelines for the evaluation of the care provided
by health care providers to injured employees for purposes of section three-c of this article;

(4) Assist the commission in establishing guidelines regarding the anticipated period of
disability for the various types of injuries pursuant to subsection (b), section seven-a of this
article; and

(5) Assist the commission in establishing appropriate professional review of requests by
health care providers to exceed the guidelines for treatment of injuries and occupational
diseases established pursuant to subdivision (1) of this section.

(b) In addition to the requirements of subsection (a) of this section, on or before December
31, 2003, the board of managers shall promulgate a rule establishing the process for the
medical management of claims and awards of disability which includes, but is not limited to,
reasonable and standardized guidelines and parameters for appropriate treatment, expected
period of time to reach maximum medical improvement and range of permanent partial
disability awards for common injuries and diseases or, in the alternative, which incorporates
by reference the medical and disability management guidelines, plan or program being
utilized by the commission for the medical and disability management of claims, with the
requirements, standards, parameters and limitations of such guidelines, plan or program
having the same force and effect as the rule promulgated in compliance herewith.
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