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WEST VIRGINIA CODE: §29-3B-4
§29-3B-4. Licenses; classes of licenses; issuance of licenses by commissioner;
qualifications required for license; nontransferability and nonassignability of
licenses; expiration of license; renewal; reciprocity.

(a) The following classes of license may be issued by the State Fire Marshal: master
electrician license, journeyman electrician license, and temporary electrician license.
Additional classes of specialty electrician license may be issued by the State Fire Marshal.

(b) The State Fire Marshal shall issue the appropriate class of license upon a finding that the
applicant possesses the qualifications for the class of license to be issued. When considering
whether an applicant possess the qualifications for the class of license, the State Fire
Marshal shall consider whether an applicant’s prior criminal convictions bear a rational
nexus on the license being sought.

(1) The State Fire Marshal may not disqualify an applicant from initial licensure because of a
prior criminal conviction that remains unreversed unless that conviction is for a crime that
bears a rational nexus to the activity requiring licensure. In determining whether a criminal
conviction bears a rational nexus to a profession or occupation, the State Fire Marshal shall
consider at a minimum:

(A) The nature and seriousness of the crime for which the individual was convicted;

(B) The passage of time since the commission of the crime;

(C) The relationship of the crime to the ability, capacity, and fitness required to perform the
duties and discharge the responsibilities of the profession or occupation; and

(D) Any evidence of rehabilitation or treatment undertaken by the individual.

(2) Notwithstanding any other provision of this code to the contrary, if an applicant is
disqualified from licensure because of a prior criminal conviction, the State Fire Marshal
shall permit the applicant to apply for initial licensure if:

(A) A period of five years has elapsed from the date of conviction or the date of release from
incarceration, whichever is later;

(B) The individual has not been convicted of any other crime during the period of time
following the disqualifying offense; and

(C) The conviction was not for an offense of a violent or sexual nature: Provided, That a
conviction for an offense of a violent or sexual nature may subject an individual to a longer
period of disqualification from licensure, to be determined by the State Fire Marshal.

WV Le
gis

lat
ur

e



West Virginia Code §29-3B-4

December 27, 2025 Page 2 of 2 §29-3B-4

(3) An individual with a criminal record who has not previously applied for licensure may
petition the State Fire Marshal at any time for a determination of whether the individual’s
criminal record will disqualify the individual from obtaining a license. This petition shall
include sufficient details about the individual’s criminal record to enable the State Fire
Marshal to identify the jurisdiction where the conviction occurred, the date of the conviction,
and the specific nature of the conviction.

(c) The State Fire Marshal shall propose rules for legislative approval regarding
qualifications for testing, issuance of licenses, and renewal in accordance with the provisions
of §29A-3-1 et seq., of this code.

(d) To the extent that other jurisdictions provide for the licensing of electricians, the State
Fire Marshal shall grant the same or equivalent classification of license without written
examination upon satisfactory proof furnished to the State Fire Marshal that the
qualifications of the applicant demonstrate that the person can perform work safely and
competently and is in good standing with all other jurisdictions where he or she is licensed,
and upon payment of the required fee.

(e) In addition to any other information required, the applicant’s social security number shall
be recorded on any application for a license submitted pursuant to the provisions of this
section.
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