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WEST VIRGINIA CODE: §3-2-14
§3-2-14. Registration procedures at agencies.

(a) For the purpose of this section, "applicant" means a person who applies in person,
whether at an agency office or other site of direct contact with an agency employee
responsible for accepting applications, seeking services or assistance for himself or herself
or for a member of his or her immediate family.

(b) No later than December 1, 1994, the Secretary of State shall promulgate procedural
rules governing the duties and training of agency employees responsible for providing voter
registration services, including the distribution, handling, transmittal and retention of voter
registration applications and other forms used in conjunction with agency registration, and
any reporting necessary to comply with the "National Voter Registration Act of 1993" (42
U.S.C. 1973gg).

(c) Beginning on January 1, 1995, or on July 1, of any subsequent odd-numbered year after
which an agency has been designated, each agency designated under the provisions of
section thirteen of this article shall:

(1) Distribute with each application for service or assistance, and with each recertification,
renewal or change of address form relating to that service or assistance, the declination
form prescribed in subsection (h), section thirteen of this article, and a voter registration
application issued for the purposes of agency registration pursuant to the provisions of
section five of this article;

(2) Provide to each applicant who does not decline to register to vote the same degree of
assistance in voter registration as is provided for the completion of the agency's other forms,
unless the applicant refuses assistance;

(3) Accept completed voter registration applications and forward those applications to the
Secretary of State within five days of receipt;

(4) Accept declination forms and retain or forward those forms in a manner prescribed by
procedural rules promulgated by the Secretary of State;

(5) Provide, on the request of an applicant or person assisting an applicant, a reasonable
number of mail application forms for use by other eligible persons residing with the
applicant; and

(6) Make any reports as may be required.

(d) Any applicant who checks "no" or fails to check "yes" or "no" on the declination form
shall be deemed to have declined to register; and any applicant who checks "yes" on the
declination form, but fails or refuses to sign the voter registration application or fails to
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return the voter registration application to an agency or to an appropriate voter registration
office shall be deemed to have declined to register.

(e) Upon receipt of registration forms from an agency, the Secretary of State shall remove
and file any forms which have not been signed by the applicant and shall forward completed,
signed applications to the clerk of the appropriate county commission within five days of
receipt.

(f) Any qualified voter who submits the application for registration pursuant to the provisions
of this section in person at an agency or to an agency employee providing services at
another location, and who presents identification and proof of age at that time or has
previously presented identification and proof of age to the same agency, shall not be
required to make his or her first vote in person or to again present identification in order to
make that registration valid.

(g) Any qualified voter who submits by mail or by delivery by a third party an application for
registration on the form used in conjunction with agency registration shall be required to
make his or her first vote in person and to present identification as required for other mail
registration in accordance with the provisions of subsection (g), section ten of this article.

(h) Voter registration application forms which are returned to an agency unmarked shall be
collected for reuse according to procedures prescribed by the Secretary of State.

WV Le
gis

lat
ur

e


