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WEST VIRGINIA CODE: §30-20-9

§30-20-9. Scope of practice of a physical therapist.

A physical therapist may:

(1) Examine, evaluate and test patients or clients with mechanical, physiological and
developmental impairments, functional limitations, and disabilities or other health and
movement related conditions in order to determine a diagnosis, prognosis and plan of
treatment intervention, and to assess the ongoing effects of intervention: Provided, That
electromyography examination and electrodiagnostic studies other than the determination of
chronaxia and strength duration curves shall not be performed except under the supervision
of a physician electromyographer and electrodiagnostician;

(2) Alleviate impairments, functional limitations and disabilities by designing, implementing
and modifying treatment interventions that may include, but are not limited to: therapeutic
exercise; functional training in self-care in relation to motor control function; mobility; in
home, community or work integration or reintegration; manual therapy techniques including
mobilization of the joints; therapeutic massage; fabrication of assistive, adaptive, orthothic,
prosthetic, protective and supportive devices and equipment; airway clearance techniques;
integumentary protection and repair techniques; patient-related instruction; mechanical and
electrotherapeutic modalities; and physical agent or modalities including, but not limited to,
heat, cold, light, air, water and sound;

(3) Reduce the risk of injury, impairment, functional limitation and disability, including the
promotion and maintenance of fitness, health and wellness in populations of all ages; and

(4) Engage in administration, consultation and research.
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