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WEST VIRGINIA CODE: §30-20A-5

§30-20A-5. Scope of practice of an athletic trainer.

(a) The practice of athletic training is defined as the application of principles, methods, and
procedures for managing athletic injuries or conditions, which shall include the prevention,
emergency care, clinical examination and assessment, therapeutic intervention, and
treatment of athletic injuries or conditions through the use of appropriate preventative and
supportive devices, and within the professional preparation and education of a licensed
athletic trainer subject to the general supervision within this article. Athletic training
includes recognizing illness and referring to the appropriate health care professional and
implementation of treatment pursuant to the orders of those professionals listed under
"General Supervision" within this article. Athletic training also includes instruction to
coaches, athletes, parents, medical personnel, and communities in the area of care and
prevention of athletic injuries or conditions.

(b) The scope of practice described in this section does not include the practice of physical
therapy, the practice of occupational therapy, the practice of medicine, the practice of
osteopathic medicine, surgery, the practice of chiropractic, or the management of systemic
medical or neurological conditions or diseases of body systems that are not within the
professional preparation and education of a licensed athletic trainer.
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