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WEST VIRGINIA CODE: §30-7-15b
§30-7-15b. Eligibility for prescriptive authority; application; fee; collaborative relationships
and agreements.

(a) An advanced practice registered nurse shall be eligible to apply for authorization to
prescribe drugs pursuant to section fifteen-a of this article after satisfying the following
requirements:

(1) Be licensed and certified in West Virginia as an advanced practice registered nurse;

(2) Be at least eighteen years of age;

(3) Have completed forty-five contact hours of education in pharmacology and clinical
management of drug therapy under a program approved by the board, fifteen hours of which
shall have been completed within the two-year period immediately prior to entering into a
prerequisite collaborative relationship;

(4) Provide the board with evidence that he or she is a person of good moral character and
not addicted to alcohol or the use of controlled substances;

(5) Does not have his or her advanced practice registered nursing license, certification or
registration in any jurisdiction suspended, limited or revoked; and

(6) Submit a completed, notarized application to the board, accompanied by a fee as
established by the board by rule.

(b) The board shall authorize an applicant to prescribe prescription drugs under the terms of
a collaborative agreement and in accordance with section fifteen-a of this article and
applicable legislative rules if the applicant has met the prerequisites of subsection (a) of this
section and the following additional prerequisites are satisfied:

(1) The board is satisfied that the collaborating physician is licensed in good standing;

(2) The collaborative agreement is sufficient in form;

(3) The applicant has completed the education requirements; and

(4) The applicant has submitted a completed application on forms developed by the board
and paid an application fee established by the board in legislative rule.

(c) A collaborative agreement for a collaborative relationship for prescriptive practice
between a physician and an advanced practice registered nurse shall be set forth in writing
and include, but not be limited to, the following:
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(1) Mutually agreed upon written guidelines or protocols for prescriptive authority as it
applies to the advanced practice registered nurse’s clinical practice;

(2) Statements describing the individual and shared responsibilities of the advanced practice
registered nurse and the collaborating physician;

(3) Periodic and joint evaluation of prescriptive practice; and

(4) Periodic joint review and updating of the written guidelines or protocols.

(d) Verification of a collaborative agreement shall be filed with the board by the advanced
practice registered nurse with documentation of completion of the education requirements
described in subsection (a) of this section. The board shall forward a copy of the verified
agreement to the board through which the collaborative physician is licensed.

(e) The board shall, upon application, authorize an advanced practice registered nurse to
prescribe prescription drugs in accordance with section fifteen-a of this article without the
further requirement of a collaborative agreement if the applicant has satisfied the following
prerequisites:

(1) Has practiced at least three years in a duly-documented collaborative relationship with
granted prescriptive authority;

(2) Licensed in good standing with the board; and

(3) Has submitted a completed application on forms developed by the board and paid an
application fee established by the board in legislative rule.

(f) Notwithstanding the provisions of subsection (e) of this section, the board may require an
advanced practice registered nurse to practice in a collaborative agreement if the board
determines, by order arising out of the board’s complaint process, that a collaborative
relationship is necessary for the rehabilitation of a licensee or for protection of the public.
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