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WEST VIRGINIA CODE: §35-1-1

§35-1-1. Validation of transfers for use or benefit of religious organizations.

Every conveyance, devise or dedication of land which has heretofore been made and has not
been declared void in any suit, action or proceeding, or has not been treated and acted upon
as void under the law heretofore existing, and every conveyance, devise or dedication of land
hereafter made, if it does not conflict with the limitations of section eight of this article, for
the use or benefit of any church, religious sect, society or denomination as a place for public
worship, or as a burial place, or a residence for a minister, or for the use or benefit of any
church, religious sect, society or denomination as a residence for a bishop or other
clergyman or minister who, though not in special charge of a congregation is yet an officer
of such church, religious sect, society or denomination, and employed under its authority
and about its business; or as a location for a parish house or house for the meeting of
societies or committees of the church, religious sect, society or denomination, or of others
for the transaction of business connected therewith; or as a place of residence of a sexton or
caretaker if the same is adjacent to or near by the land used for public worship or the other
purposes aforesaid, shall be valid, and shall be construed to give the local parish,
congregation or branch of such church, religious sect, society or denomination, to which any
such land or property has been or shall be so conveyed, devised or dedicated, the control
thereof, unless from the intent expressed in the conveyance, grant, will, gift or dedication,
some other or larger body be given such control. Any land so conveyed, devised or dedicated
shall be held and used for the purposes aforesaid and no other.
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