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WEST VIRGINIA CODE: §36-8A-1
§36-8A-1. Definitions.

For purposes of this article, unless a different meaning clearly appears in the context:

(a) "Chief executive" means the Superintendent of the State Police; the chief natural
resources police officer of the Division of Natural Resources; the sheriff of any West Virginia
county; or the chief of any West Virginia municipal law-enforcement agency.

(b) "Item" means any item of unclaimed stolen property or any group of similar items
considered together for purposes of reporting, donation, sale or destruction under this
article.

(c) "Law-enforcement agency" means any duly authorized state, county or municipal
organization of the State of West Virginia employing one or more persons whose
responsibility is the enforcement of laws of the state or any county or municipality thereof:
Provided, That neither the Hatfield-McCoy Regional Recreation Authority nor any state
institution of higher education is a law-enforcement agency.

(d) "Nonprofit organization" means: (i) Any nonprofit charitable organization; or (ii) any
agency of the State of West Virginia the purpose of which is to provide health, recreational
or educational services to citizens of the State of West Virginia.

(e) "Stolen property" means any tangible personal property, including cash and coins, which
is confiscated by or otherwise comes into the custody of a law-enforcement agency during
the course of a criminal investigation or the performance of any other authorized law-
enforcement activity, whether or not the property was or can be proven to have been stolen.

(f) "Treasurer" means the State Treasurer or his or her authorized designee for purposes of
the administration of this article.

(g) "Unclaimed stolen property" is stolen property:

(1) Which has been held by a law-enforcement agency for at least six months, during which
time the rightful owner has not claimed it;

(2) For which the chief executive determines that there is no reasonable likelihood of its
being returned to its rightful owner; and

(3) Which the chief executive determines to have no evidentiary value.
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