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WEST VIRGINIA CODE: §44-9-3
§44-9-3. Application for probate or administration, and publication of notice
thereof.

Whenever letters testamentary or of administration are applied for on the estate of any
person supposed to be dead on account of the existence of facts giving rise to the
presumption of death, the county court or clerk thereof, if satisfied that the person applying
therefor, or presenting a will or codicil of the supposed decedent for probate, would be
entitled to such letters, or to such probate, if the supposed decedent were in fact dead, shall
cause to be published, as hereinafter provided, a notice that such application has been made
and that on a day certain, which shall not be less than two weeks after the last publication of
such notice, the court will hear evidence concerning the alleged absence of the supposed
decedent and the circumstances and duration thereof. Such notice shall be published as a
Class II legal advertisement in compliance with the provisions of article three, chapter fifty-
nine of this code, and the publication area for such publication shall be the county.
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