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WEST VIRGINIA CODE: §47-14-1

§47-14-1. Declaration of policy; legislative intent.

It is contrary to public policy for any person to receive, hold, control or manage funds or
proceeds received from the sale of, or from a contract to sell, funeral services, funeral goods,
burial goods or any one or combination of them, where payments for the same are made
either outright or on an installment basis, prior to the death of the person or persons so
purchasing them, or for whom they are purchased, unless that person holds, controls or
manages those funds subject pursuant to the limitations prescribed by this article and the
legislative rules promulgated pursuant thereto.

It is the legislative intent that the provisions of this article shall be construed as a limitation
upon the manner in which a person is permitted to accept funds in prepayment of funeral
services to be performed in the future, or funeral or burial goods to be used in connection
with the funeral or final disposition of human remains, so that at all times members of the
public may have an opportunity to arrange and pay for funerals for themselves and their
families in advance of need while at the same time providing all possible safeguards
whereunder such prepaid funds cannot be dissipated, whether intentionally or not, in order
that such funds are available for the payment of funeral services so arranged. Further, it is
the legislative intent that no person may offer, sell or negotiate for the sale of a preneed
funeral contract through anyone who is not licensed pursuant to the provisions of this
article.
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