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WEST VIRGINIA CODE: §47-20-4

§47-20-4. Annual license; conditions on holding of games.

A charitable or public service organization or any of its auxiliaries or other organizations
otherwise affiliated with it may apply for an annual license. Only one license per year in the
aggregate may be granted to a charitable or public service organization and all of its
auxiliaries or other associations or organizations otherwise affiliated with it: Provided, That
for purposes of this section the various branches, chapters or lodges of any national
association or organization or local churches of a nationally organized church are not
considered affiliates or auxiliaries of each other. The commissioner shall by regulation
provide for the manner for determining to which organization, whether the parent
organization, an affiliate or an auxiliary, the one license allowed under this section is
granted. An annual license is valid for one year from the date of issuance and entitles only
the licensee to hold no more than two bingo occasions per week. No two or more
organizations may hold a joint bingo occasion under any annual licenses. No bingo occasion
held pursuant to an annual license may exceed six hours duration.

A licensee shall display its annual bingo license conspicuously at the location where the
bingo occasion is held.

All bingo occasions shall be open to the general public: Provided, That no licensee shall
permit or allow any individual under the age of eighteen to participate in the playing of any
bingo game with knowledge or reason to believe that the individual is under the age of
eighteen: Provided, however, That an individual under the age of eighteen may attend the
playing of a bingo game when accompanied by and under the supervision of an adult relative
or a legal guardian of said individual: Provided further, That nothing contained herein may
be construed to prohibit junior volunteer firefighters sixteen years of age or older from
assisting the volunteer fire company of which such junior firefighter is a member in the
conduct of an event under this article where such junior firefighter is supervised by a senior
member of the same volunteer fire company who is over the age of twenty-one years.

Any licensee may receive and cash personal checks in an amount not to exceed $100 during
the normal operation of a bingo game.

January 27, 2026 Page 1 of 1 §47-20-4



