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WEST VIRGINIA CODE: §48-5-508
§48-5-508. Preservation of the properties of the parties.

(a) If the pleadings include a specific request for specific property or raise issues concerning
the equitable division of marital property, the court may enter an order that is reasonably
necessary to preserve the estate of either or both of the parties.

(b) The court may impose a constructive trust, so that the property is forthcoming to meet
any order that is made in the action, and may compel either party to give security to comply
with the order, or may require the property in question to be delivered into the temporary
custody of a third party.

(c) The court may order either or both of the parties to pay the costs and expenses of
maintaining and preserving the property of the parties during the pendency of the action. At
the time the court determines the interests of the parties in marital property and equitably
divides the same, the court may consider the extent to which payments made for the
maintenance and preservation of property under the provisions of this section have affected
the rights of the parties in marital property and may treat such payments as a partial
distribution of marital property. The court may release all or any part of such protected
property for sale and substitute all or a portion of the proceeds of the sale for such property.
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