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WEST VIRGINIA CODE: §49-1-207

§49-1-207. Definitions related to court actions.

When used in this chapter, terms defined in this section have the meanings ascribed to them
that relate to, but are not limited to, court actions, except in those instances where a
different meaning is provided or the context in which the word is used clearly indicates that
a different meaning is intended.

“Court” means the circuit court of the county with jurisdiction of the case or the judge in
vacation unless otherwise specifically provided.

“Court appointed special advocate (CASA) program” means a community organization that
screens, trains, and supervises CASA volunteers to advocate for the best interests of children
who are involved in abuse and neglect proceedings pursuant to §49-3-102 of this code.

“Extrajudicial Statement” means any utterance, written or oral, which was made outside of
court.

“Juvenile referee” means a magistrate appointed by the circuit court to perform the
functions expressly prescribed for a referee under the provisions of this chapter.

“Multidisciplinary team” means a group of professionals and paraprofessionals representing
a variety of disciplines who interact and coordinate their efforts to identify, diagnose and
treat specific cases of child abuse and neglect. Multidisciplinary teams may include, but are
not limited to, medical, educational, childcare and law-enforcement personnel, social
workers, psychologists, and psychiatrists. Their goal is to pool their respective skills in order
to formulate accurate diagnoses and to provide comprehensive coordinated treatment with
continuity and follow-up for both parents and children.

“Community team” means a multidisciplinary group which addresses the general problem of
child abuse and neglect in a given community and may consist of several multidisciplinary
teams with different functions.

“Res gestae” means a spontaneous declaration made by a person immediately after an event
and before the person has had an opportunity to conjure a falsehood.

“Valid court order” means an order issued by a court of competent jurisdiction relating to a
child brought before the court and who is the subject of that order. Prior to the entry of the
order the child shall receive the full due process rights guaranteed to that child or juvenile
by the Constitutions of the United States and the State of West Virginia.

“Violation of a traffic law of West Virginia” means a violation of chapter 17A, 17B, 17C, or
17D of this code, except a violation of §17C-4-1 or §17C-4-2 of this code relating to hit and
run, or §17C-5-1, §17C-5-2, or §17C-5-3 of this code, relating, respectively, to vehicular
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homicide, aggravated vehicular homicide, vehicular homicide in a school zone, vehicular
homicide in a construction zone, driving under the influence of alcohol, controlled
substances or drugs and reckless driving.
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