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WEST VIRGINIA CODE: §49-12-4
§49-12-4. Parental rights.

(a) All parental rights are reserved to the parent of a minor child in this state without
obstruction or interference from the state, any of its political subdivisions, any other
governmental entity, or any other state institution, including, but not limited to, all of the
following rights of a parent of a minor child in this state:
(1) The right to direct the education and care of his or her minor child.

(2) The right to direct the upbringing and the moral or religious training of his or her minor
child.

(3) The right to apply to enroll his or her minor child in a public school or, as an alternative
to public education, a private school, including a religious school, a home education
program, or other available options, as authorized by law.

(4) The right to access and review all school records relating to his or her minor child.

(5) The right to make health care decisions for his or her minor child, unless otherwise
prohibited by law.

(b) The right to parental rights guaranteed by this article shall not be denied or abridged on
account of disability.

(c) A parent may raise this article as a defense before any court or administrative tribunal. In
addition, any person aggrieved by the provisions of this article may bring an action for
injunctive relief against a person who engages in conduct that constitutes a violation of this
article in the circuit court of any county in which any part of the conduct occurs. The circuit
court may grant any appropriate injunctive relief to prevent or abate the conduct, including
a temporary restraining order, preliminary injunction, or permanent injunction.

WV Le
gis

lat
ur

e


