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WEST VIRGINIA CODE: §49-2-605
§49-2-605. Regional and state family support councils; membership; meetings;
reimbursement of expenses.

(a) Each regional family support agency shall establish a regional family support council
comprised of at least seven members, of whom at least a majority shall be persons with
developmental disabilities or their parents or primary caregivers. Each regional family
support council shall meet at least quarterly to advise the regional family support agency on
matters related to local implementation of the family support program and to communicate
information and recommendations regarding the family support program to the State Family
Support Council.

(b) The Secretary of the Department of Human Services shall appoint a State Family Support
Council comprised of at least twenty-two members, of whom at least a majority shall be
persons with developmental disabilities or their parents or primary caregivers. A
representative elected by each regional council shall serve on the state council. The state
council shall also include a representative from each of the following agencies: The State
Developmental Disabilities Council, the State Protection and Advocacy Agency, the Center
for Excellence in Disabilities, the Office of Special Education, the Behavioral Health Care
Providers Association and the Early Intervention Interagency Coordinating Council.

(c) The state council shall meet at least quarterly. The state council will participate in the
development of program policies and procedures, annual contracts and perform other duties
as are necessary for statewide implementation of the family support program.

(d) Members of the state and regional councils who are a member of the family or the
primary caregiver of a developmentally disabled person shall be reimbursed for travel and
lodging expenses incurred in attending official meetings of their councils. Child care
expenses related to the developmentally disabled person shall also be reimbursed. Members
of regional councils who are eligible for expense reimbursement shall be reimbursed by their
respective regional family support agencies.
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