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WEST VIRGINIA CODE: §49-4-110

§49-4-110. Foster care; quarterly status review; transitioning adults; annual
permanency hearings.

(a) For each child who remains in foster care as a result of a juvenile proceeding or as a
result of a child abuse and neglect proceeding, the circuit court with the assistance of the
multidisciplinary treatment team shall conduct quarterly status reviews in order to
determine the safety of the child, the continuing necessity for and appropriateness of the
placement, the extent of compliance with the case plan, and the extent of progress which
has been made toward alleviating or mitigating the causes necessitating placement in foster
care, and to project a likely date by which the child may be returned to and safety
maintained in the home or placed for adoption or legal guardianship. Quarterly status
reviews shall commence three months after the entry of the placement order. The
permanency hearing provided in subsection (c) of this section may be considered a quarterly
status review.

(b) For each transitioning adult as that term is defined in section two hundred two, article
one of this chapter who remains in foster care, the circuit court shall conduct status review
hearings as described in subsection (a) of this section once every three months until
permanency is achieved.

(c) For each child or transitioning adult who continues to remain in foster care, the circuit
court shall conduct a permanency hearing no later that twelve months after the date the
child or transitioning adult is considered to have entered foster care, and at least once every
twelve months thereafter until permanency is achieved. For purposes of permanency
planning for transitioning adults, the circuit court shall make factual findings and
conclusions of law as to whether the department made reasonable efforts to finalize a
permanency plan to prepare a transitioning adult for emancipation or independence or
another approved permanency option such as, but not limited to, adoption or legal
guardianship pursuant to the West Virginia Guardianship and Conservatorship Act.

(d) Nothing in this section may be construed to abrogate the responsibilities of the circuit
court from conducting required hearings as provided in other provisions of this code,
procedural court rules, or setting required hearings at the same time.
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