West Virginia Code §49-4-724

WEST VIRGINIA CODE: §49-4-724

§49-4-724, Standardized assessments.

(a) The Supreme Court of Appeals is requested to adopt a risk and needs assessment to be
used for adjudicated delinquents, detained and delivered to, or committed to the custody of
the Commissioner of Corrections and Rehabilitation. A validation study of the risk and needs
assessment may be conducted at least every three years to ensure that the risk and needs
assessment is predictive of the risk of reoffending.

(b) Each juvenile adjudicated for a delinquency offense and committed or detained with the
Division of Corrections and Rehabilitation in accordance with §49-4-714(b)(5)(A) of this code
shall undergo a risk and needs assessment prior to disposition to identify specific factors
that predict a juvenile’s likelihood of reoffending and, when appropriately addressed, may
reduce the likelihood of reoffending. The risk and needs assessment may be conducted by a
division worker trained to conduct the risk and needs assessment.

(c) Each multidisciplinary team convened pursuant to §49-4-406(c) of this code shall receive
and consider the results of the risk and needs assessment of the juvenile.

(d) The results of the risk and needs assessment shall be provided to the court prior to
disposition or at the time of the dispositional hearing.
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