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WEST VIRGINIA CODE: §49-6-107

§49-6-107. Release of dental records; cause shown; immunity.

(a) At the time a missing child report is made, the law-enforcement agency to which the
missing child report is given may, when feasible and appropriate, provide a dental record
release form to the parent, custodian, health care surrogate or other legal entity authorized
to release the dental records of the missing child. The law-enforcement agency shall endorse
the dental record release form with a notation that a missing child report has been made in
compliance with this article. When the dental record release form is properly completed by
the parent, custodian, health care surrogate or other legal entity authorized to release the
dental records of the missing child and contains the endorsement, the form is sufficient to
permit a dentist or physician in this state to release dental records relating to the missing
child to the law-enforcement agency.

(b) A circuit court judge may for good cause shown authorize the release of dental records of
a missing child to a law-enforcement agency.

(c) A law-enforcement agency which receives dental records under subsection (a) or (b) of
this section shall send the dental records to the clearinghouse.

(d) A dentist or physician who releases dental records to a person presenting a proper

release executed or ordered pursuant to this section is immune from civil liability or criminal
prosecution for the release of the dental records.
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