West Virginia Code §5B-1B-3

WEST VIRGINIA CODE: §5B-1B-3

§5B-1B-3. Commission created; undertake study; report to the Legislature.

(a) There is hereby created the Southern West Virginia Lake Development Study
Commission within the West Virginia Development Office. The commission shall consist of
the following members:

(1) The president of the West Virginia Economic Development Council, who will serve as
chair of the commission;

(2) Six members designated by each of the county commissions of Boone, Logan, McDowell,
Mercer, Mingo, and Wyoming Counties;

(3) One member representing the Department of Environmental Protection, to be appointed
by the Governor;

(4) One member representing the Division of Natural Resources, to be appointed by the
Governor;

(5) One member representing and having expertise in each of the following fields, to be
appointed by the Governor:

(A) Geology;

(B) Land use planning;

(C) Law;

(D) Natural resource management;
(E) Tourism development;

(F) Public recreation;

(G) Hydrology; and

(H) Ecology; and

(6) Six citizen members representing Boone, Logan, McDowell, Mercer, Mingo, and
Wyoming to be appointed by the Governor.

(b) The West Virginia University Bureau of Business and Economic Research and the
Marshall University Center for Business and Economic Research shall assist the commission
by undertaking the study of topics as directed by this section and by the commission.

Working with the commission, the two research groups shall investigate lake developments
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across the region and country to identify what makes large lake developments successful,
types of unique amenities and development sites that would promote economic growth,
alternative uses for the lake and its resources in power generation, regional resource
preservation and integration, enhancement of the Hatfield and McCoy ATV Trail System, and
other outdoor recreational opportunities.

(c) The commission shall oversee studies that evaluate where a lake can be located to
maximize economic benefits and assess environmental impacts, property ownership
assessment and purchasing costs, impacts to mineral ownership and development impacts,
and other issues as identified by the commission. The commission is empowered to form
specialized committees of experts in various fields of law, science, economic development,
geological, mineral, and natural resources to make recommendations and provide expertise
in their respective fields regarding viability and implications of lake construction, road
location, and resource preservation.

(d) The commission is directed to undertake the inclusion of federal resources for assistance
in the study of the feasibility and implementation recommendations. The commission shall
pursue federal funding for undertaking the study and the subsequent construction of this
project upon the finding of viability of the study project.

(e) The commission may call upon other officers, departments, and agencies of state
government to assist in its investigation. Upon the request of the commission, the Attorney
General of the state shall render legal research and analysis on legal issues associated with
developing recommendations for lawful land development construction and compliance with
state and federal laws associated with land acquisition and lake construction, to the
commission.

(f) All actual and necessary travel expenses of the members of the commission shall be
reimbursed by the member’s employing agency. All other expenses incurred by the
commission shall be paid by the Development Office.

December 21, 2025 Page 2 of 2 §5B-1B-3



