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WEST VIRGINIA CODE: §61-13-4
§61-13-4. Premises used by organized criminal enterprises; nuisances; actions for
injunction, abatement and damages; other remedies for unlawful use; exceptions.

(a) Every private building or place used by members of an organized criminal enterprise for
the commission of qualifying offenses is a nuisance and may be the subject of an injunction
or cause of action for damages or for abatement of the nuisance as provided for in article
nine of this chapter.

(b) Any person may file a petition for injunctive relief with the appropriate court seeking
eviction from or closure of any premises used for the operation of an organized criminal
enterprise. Upon proof by the plaintiff that the premises are being used by members of an
organized criminal enterprise for the commission of a qualifying offense or offenses, the
court may order the owner of record or the lessee of the premises to remove or evict the
persons from the premises and order the premises sealed, prohibit further use of the
premises, or enter such order as may be necessary to prohibit the premises from being used
for the commission of a pattern of criminal gang activity and to abate the nuisance.
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