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WEST VIRGINIA CODE: §8-14-4

PART III. POLICE MATRONS.

§8-14-4. Police matrons.

The mayor of every city may appoint one or more reputable women as police matrons. Upon
the death, resignation or removal of a police matron, any successor shall be appointed by the
mayor as aforesaid.

Each police matron shall have, subject to the general control of the head of the police
department, the entire care and control of all women under arrest in the police station for
which she serves, and she may, at any time, call upon any police officer connected with such
police station for assistance.

Whenever a woman is arrested and taken to a police station to which a matron is attached
and when a matron is not present, it shall be the duty of the officer in charge of such police
station to cause a matron to be immediately summoned, and it shall be the duty of the police
matron to hold herself in readiness at all hours of the day and night to answer any and all
calls from such police station whenever and so long as any woman is or remains confined
therein.

The police matron herein provided for shall attend all sessions of the mayor's court, police
court or municipal court, at any and all times, when any women is to be there arraigned, and
the police matron shall have charge of all women there in attendance awaiting trial or
awaiting transfer to any other place of detention.

In every station to which a police matron is attached, sufficient and proper accommodations
shall be provided by those having charge of the police and fiscal affairs of the city, for all
women confined therein, under arrest, and in case such accommodations shall be
insufficient and improper, the matron shall notify the mayor, and it shall be the duty of the
mayor promptly to lay the matter before the governing body and it shall be the duty of such
governing body to provide, at the expense of the city, all such sufficient and proper
accommodations.
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