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§8-29B-1. Legislative findings and purpose.

The Legislature hereby finds and declares that there is an ever increasing need to eliminate
the highjacking of aircraft, air piracy and other criminal and terrorist activities involving air
passengers, airport personnel, aircraft and airport property and facilities. This article is
enacted in view of this finding and the purpose of this article is to facilitate the providing of
airport security.

WV Le
gis

lat
ur

e



West Virginia Code §8-29B

October 8, 2026 Page 3 of 12 §8-29B

§8-29B-2. Definitions.

As used in this article:

(1) “Aircraft” has the meaning provided in §29-2A-1 of this code.

(2) “Airport” means any area of land or water which is used, or intended for use, for the
landing and takeoff of aircraft, as defined above, any appurtenant areas which are used, or
intended for use, for airport buildings or other airport facilities or rights-of-way, together
with all airport buildings and facilities located thereon as well as any heliport, helistop,
vertiport, gliderport, seaplane base, ultralight flightpark, manned balloon launching facility,
or other aircraft landing or takeoff area operated by an airport operator as that term is
defined in §8-29B-2(3) of this code.

(3) “Airport operator” means a governing body, regional airport authority, or county airport
authority, under §8-28-1 et seq., §8-29-1 et seq., or §8-29A-1 et seq. of this code, or a board,
commission, authority, or committee operating under any local act of the Legislature,
charged with the operation and management of an airport.

(4) “Airport police officer” means any individual assigned, appointed, or designated by an
airport operator, to serve as a police officer at an airport.
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§8-29B-3. Rules and regulations; penalties.

Each airport operator shall have plenary power and authority to manage and control the
airport under its jurisdiction, to promulgate rules and regulations concerning the
management and control of such airport, and to enforce any such rules and regulations so
promulgated. Any rules and regulations promulgated shall be printed and posted in a
conspicuous public place on the airport premises. The violation of any such rule or
regulation shall constitute a misdemeanor and, any person convicted of any such violation
shall be punished by a fine of not less than $50 nor more than $500 or confined in jail for a
period not exceeding 30 days, or by both such fine and confined. Justices of the peace of the
county shall have concurrent jurisdiction with the circuit court and other courts of record
having criminal jurisdiction of any misdemeanor offenses arising under this article. Violation
of any such rule or regulation which also constitutes the violation of any federal or state law
or municipal ordinance may be prosecuted and punished as a violation of such federal or
state law or municipal ordinance rather than under the provisions of this article. It shall be
the duty of every airport operator in this state to promulgate all rules and regulations
deemed necessary for airport security.
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§8-29B-4. Arrangements for airport police officers; uniform and badge; firearm
required.

(a) To enforce any federal or state law or rules and regulations relating to airports and
airport security and any rules and regulations promulgated by the airport operator, to
protect air passengers, airport personnel, aircraft and the airport and to preserve law and
order in connection therewith, the airport operator shall have plenary power and authority
to make arrangements for one or more airport police officers, pursuant to the provisions of
subsections (b) and (c) of this section.

(b) In those instances in which the airport operator is the governing body of a municipality,
and if requested by such airport operator, one or more police officers of such municipality
shall be assigned by the mayor thereof to serve as an airport police officer or officers. In
those instances in which the airport operator is the governing body of a county or is a county
airport authority, and if requested by such airport operator, one or more deputy sheriffs of
such county may be assigned by the sheriff of such county, in his discretion, to serve as
airport police officer or officers. Compensation for the performance of duties by any such
officer assigned as an airport police officer shall be paid as agreed between the airport
operator and the mayor or sheriff, as the case may be.

(c) In lieu of or in addition to obtaining one or more airport police officers pursuant to the
provisions of subsection (b) of this section and in all instances in which the airport operator
is other than as specified in said subsection (b), the airport operator may provide for the
appointment and supervision of, or contract for the furnishing by any private security force
and the designation by such airport operator of, one or more airport police officers, and pay
the agreed compensation thereto or therefor. Any person appointed or designated as an
airport police officer pursuant to the provisions of this subsection (c) shall, before entering
upon the performance of his duties, qualify in the same manner as is required of a constable
by the taking and filing of an oath of office as required by article one, chapter six of this code
and by the filing of an official bond as required by article two of said chapter six.

(d) The airport operator may terminate the assignment of an airport police officer assigned
pursuant to the provisions of subsection (b) of this section by notice to the mayor or sheriff,
as the case may be, who made the assignment, and the airport operator may relieve any
person appointed or designated, pursuant to the provisions of subsection (c) of this section,
from his duty as an airport police officer, by filing a notice to such effect in the office in
which such person's oath of office as an airport police officer was officially filed.

(e) The airport operator shall specify a uniform, badge or other indicia of authority to be
worn by all airport police officers while on duty: Provided, That as to any airport police
officer who is either a municipal police officer or deputy sheriff, the uniform, badge or other
indicia of authority specified shall be the uniform, badge or other indicia of authority worn
by such individual as a municipal police officer or deputy sheriff, as the case may be.

(f) Every airport police officer shall be trained in the use of firearms and shall, unless
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otherwise provided by rules and regulations promulgated by the airport operator, carry a
firearm at all times while on duty.
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§8-29B-5. Jurisdiction of airport police officers; insurance coverage; bonds.

(a) The following areas shall be under the jurisdiction of airport police officers:

(1) Any area under the jurisdiction and control of the airport operator, or in connection with
the airport;

(2) Any property leased, operated, managed, utilized, or controlled by a regional airport

authority; or

(3) Any area upon which a regional airport authority facilitates training activities pursuant to
a written agreement.

(b) The jurisdiction of airport police officers shall include any area entered into in pursuit of
one or more individuals from one of the areas described in subsection (a) of this section.

(c) When exercising the jurisdiction authorized by this section, airport police officers shall
have:

(1) All of the power and authority which a regularly appointed deputy sheriff of a county in
this state has in enforcing the criminal laws of this state;

(2) Full power and authority to enforce any and all federal laws and rules and regulations
relating to airports, air passengers, baggage inspection, the screening of air passengers, and
other airport security measures;

(3) Full power and authority to enforce any and all rules and regulations promulgated by the
airport operator; and

(4) The power to search persons, packages, containers, and baggage and the power to arrest
persons: Provided, That the foregoing provisions of this section shall under no circumstances
whatever be construed as in any way limiting the power and authority of a municipal police
officer or deputy sheriff who has been assigned to serve as an airport police officer which he
or she has by virtue of his or her being a municipal police officer or deputy sheriff, and
under no circumstances whatever shall the assignment or appointment or designation of one
or more airport police officers at an airport be deemed in any way to supersede or limit the
power and authority of other peace officers to preserve law and order at such airport.

(d) Consistent with the provisions of §61-7-5 of this code, any municipal police officer or
deputy sheriff assigned as an airport police officer pursuant to §8-29B-4(b) of this code, and
(notwithstanding any provision of this code to the contrary) any person appointed or
designated as an airport police officer pursuant to §8-29B-4(c) of this code, shall not be
required to obtain a state license to carry a deadly weapon, as provided for in §61-7-2 of this
code. Any municipal police officer or deputy sheriff assigned as an airport police officer
pursuant to the provisions of §8-29B-4(b) of this code shall not be required to furnish any
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bond under §61-7-5 of this code, other than the bond furnished thereunder as such municipal
police officer or deputy sheriff.

(e) When one or more policies of public liability insurance are obtained providing insurance
coverage for legal liability of an airport police officer for bodily injury, personal injury, or
damage (including, but not limited to, false arrest and false imprisonment) and property
damage, and affording said airport police officer insurance coverage against any and all
legal liability arising from, growing out of, or by reason of, or in any way connected with, any
acts or omissions of said airport police officer in the performance of his or her official duties,
and so long as the coverage aforesaid remains in full force and effect as to such airport
police officer, then the bond specified in §61-7-5 of this code shall not be required as to such
airport police officer: Provided, That such bond shall otherwise be required and must be
furnished.
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§8-29B-6. Required security measures.

In addition to any and all other security measures which may be required by an airport
operator, and unless otherwise provided by rules and regulations promulgated by such
airport operator, at least one airport police officer must be present prior to, at the point of,
and throughout the final passenger screening process prior to the boarding of an aircraft at
an airport (other than a charter or commuter flight), and such police officer shall be present
continuously until all doors on such aircraft being boarded are closed and such aircraft has
taxied away from the boarding area. An airport police officer shall have the same duty and
responsibility in the event such aircraft returns to the boarding area prior to takeoff.
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§8-29B-8a. Abandoned or derelict aircraft.

(a) If an abandoned or derelict aircraft is discovered on an airport, the airport authority
shall:

(1) Make a record of the date the aircraft was discovered on the airport; and

(2) Inquire as to the name and address of any person having an equitable or legal interest in
the aircraft, including the owner and any lien holders, by:

(A) Contacting the federal aviation administration, aircraft registration branch, and making a
diligent search of the appropriate records; or

(B) Contacting an aircraft title search company.

(b) Within 10 business days of receiving the information requested pursuant to subsection
(a) of this section, the airport authority shall notify the owner and all other interested parties
by certified mail, return receipt requested:

(1) Of the location of the abandoned or derelict aircraft on the airport;

(2) That fees and charges for the use of the airport by the aircraft have accrued and the
amount of those fees and charges;

(3) That the aircraft is subject to a lien pursuant to this section for any unpaid and accrued
fees and charges for the use of the airport and for the transportation, storage, and removal
of the aircraft;

(4) That the lien is subject to enforcement pursuant to this section;

(5) That the airport may use, trade, sell, or remove the aircraft as described in §8-29-3 of this
code if, within 30 calendar days after the date of receipt of the notice, the owner or other
interested party has not removed the aircraft from the airport and paid in full all accrued
fees and charges for the use of the airport and for the transportation, storage, and removal
of the aircraft; and

(6) That the airport authority may remove the aircraft in less than 30 calendar days if the
aircraft poses a danger to the health or safety of users of the airport, as determined by the
airport authority.

(c) If, after the inquiry required by subdivision (2), subsection (a) of this section, the owner
of the aircraft is unknown or cannot be found, the airport authority shall place a notice upon
the aircraft in a conspicuous position containing the information required by subdivisions (2)
through (6) of subsection (b) of this section: Provided, That said notice shall be not less than
eight inches by 10 inches and shall be laminated or otherwise sufficiently weatherproof to
withstand normal exposure to rain, snow, and other conditions.
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(d) If, after 30 calendar days of the owner or other interested party receiving the inquiry
required by subsection (b) of this section or after 30 calendar days of posting the notice on
the aircraft required by subsection (c) of this section, whichever occurs sooner, the owner or
other interested party has not removed the aircraft from the airport and paid in full all
accrued fees and charges for the use of the airport and for the transportation, storage, and
removal of the aircraft, or shown reasonable cause for the failure to do so, the airport
authority may:

(1) Retain the aircraft for use by the airport, the state, or the unit of local government
owning or operating the airport;

(2) Trade the aircraft to another unit of local government or a state agency;

(3) Sell the property; or

(4) Dispose of the property through an appropriate refuse removal company or a company
that provides salvage services for aircraft.

(e) If the airport authority elects to sell the aircraft in accordance with subsection (d) of this
section, the aircraft shall be sold at public auction after giving notice of the time and place of
sale, at least 10 calendar days prior to the date of sale, in a newspaper of general circulation
within the county where the airport is located and after providing written notice of the
intended sale to all parties known to have an interest in the aircraft.

(f) If the airport authority elects to dispose of the aircraft in accordance with subdivision (4),
subsection (d) of this section, the airport authority may negotiate with the company for a
price to be received from the company in payment for the aircraft, or, if circumstances so
warrant, a price to be paid to the company by the airport authority for the costs of disposing
of the aircraft. All information and records pertaining to the establishment of the price and
the justification for the amount of the price shall be prepared and maintained by the airport
authority.

(g) If the sale price or the negotiated price is less than the airport authority’s then current
fees and charges against the aircraft, the owner of the aircraft shall remain liable to the
airport authority for the fees and charges that are not offset by the sale price or negotiated
price.

(h) All costs incurred by the airport authority in the removal, storage, and sale of any aircraft
shall be recoverable against the owner of the aircraft.

(i) The airport authority shall have a lien on an abandoned or derelict aircraft for all unpaid
fees and charges for the use of the airport by the aircraft and for all unpaid costs incurred by
the airport authority for the transportation, storage, and removal of the aircraft. As a
prerequisite to perfecting a lien under this section, the airport authority shall serve a notice
in accordance with §8-29-2 of this code on the last registered owner and all persons having
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an equitable or legal interest in the aircraft.

(j)(1) For the purpose of perfecting its lien under this section, the airport authority shall
record a claim of lien that states:

(A) The name and address of the airport;

(B) The name of the last registered owner of the aircraft and all persons having a legal or
equitable interest in the aircraft;

(C) The fees and charges incurred by the aircraft for the use of the airport and the costs for
the transportation, storage, and removal of the aircraft; and

(D) A description of the aircraft sufficient for identification.

(2) The claim of lien shall be signed and sworn to or affirmed by the airport authority’s
director or the director’s designee.

(3) The claim of lien shall be served on the last registered owner of the aircraft and all
persons having an equitable or legal interest in the aircraft. The claim of lien shall be so
served before recordation.

(4) The claim of lien shall be recorded with the register of the county where the airport is
located. The recording of the claim of lien shall be constructive notice to all persons of the
contents and effect of such claim. The lien shall attach at the at the time of recordation and
shall take priority as of that time.

(k)(1) If the aircraft is sold pursuant to this section, the airport authority shall satisfy the
airport authority’s lien, plus the reasonable expenses of notice, advertisement, and sale,
from the proceeds of the sale.

(2) The balance of the proceeds of the sale, if any, shall be held by the airport authority, and
delivered on demand to the owner of the aircraft.

(3) If no person claims the balance within 12 months of the date of sale, the airport authority
shall retain the funds and use the funds for airport operations.

(l) Any person acquiring a legal interest in an aircraft pursuant to this section shall be the
lawful owner of the aircraft and all other legal or equitable interests in that aircraft shall be
divested: Provided, That the holder of any legal or equitable interest was notified of the
intended disposal of the aircraft as required by this section. The airport authority may issue
documents of disposition to the purchaser or recipient of an aircraft disposed of pursuant to
this section.

WV Le
gis

lat
ur

e


