
West Virginia Code §8-35-1

February 19, 2026 Page 1 of 1 §8-35-1

WEST VIRGINIA CODE: §8-35-1
§8-35-1. Forfeiture of charter or certificate of incorporation; notice; dissolution of
municipality.

(a) Any municipality heretofore incorporated or which shall hereafter be incorporated which
shall fail for one year to exercise its corporate powers and privileges, or which has not 20
qualified voters, or in which there were not 20 legal votes cast at its last election, or the
population of which shall be reduced below 100 persons and so remain for six consecutive
months, shall in either event have its charter or certificate of incorporation and all rights,
powers and privileges so conferred upon such municipality forfeited and declared dissolved.

(b) The county commission of the county wherein any such municipality or the major portion
of the territory thereof is located shall have jurisdiction to hear and determine all matters
relating to the forfeiture and dissolution of such charter or certificate of incorporation, upon
the petition of one or more of its qualified voters, or the State Auditor, and to dissolve such
municipal corporation. Ten days’ notice of the filing of such petition with the clerk of the
county commission of such county, served upon the mayor and recorder, or on the last
mayor or recorder thereof, shall be sufficient notice upon which such county commission
shall so act, and upon the proper proof of the allegations of such petition, any such charter
or certificate of incorporation shall be declared forfeited and the municipal corporation
dissolved and all debts of such municipality shall be ordered paid and the forfeiture and
dissolution shall become effective when such debts have been paid or when the State
Auditor has fully exercised the actions authorized by §8-35-4 of said code.

(c) A petition for forfeiture shall be filed with the clerk of the county commission. The
petition shall be in writing and set forth the reasons for the request to forfeit and dissolve
the municipality. The petition for dissolution shall be served upon the mayor and recorder,
or on the last mayor or recorder thereof.

(d) The State Auditor shall promptly conduct an examination under the authority granted
under §6-9-1 et seq. of this code, to determine the financial condition of the municipality.
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