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WEST VIRGINIA CODE: §8-35-1

PART I. FORFEITURE OF CHARTER OR CERTIFICATE OF
INCORPORATION.

§8-35-1. Forfeiture of charter or certificate of incorporation; notice; dissolution of
municipality.

Any municipality heretofore incorporated or which shall hereafter be incorporated and
which has no substantial indebtedness, and which shall fail for one year to exercise its
corporate powers and privileges, or which has not twenty qualified voters, or in which there
were not twenty legal votes cast at its last election, or the population of which shall be
reduced below one hundred persons and so remain for six consecutive months, shall in
either event have its charter or certificate of incorporation and all rights, powers and
privileges so conferred upon such municipality forfeited.

The county court of the county wherein any such municipality or the major portion of the
territory thereof is located shall have jurisdiction to hear and determine all matters relating
to the forfeiture of such charter or certificate of incorporation, upon the petition of one or
more of its inhabitants, and to dissolve such municipal corporation. Ten days' notice of the
filing of such petition with the clerk of the county court of such county, served upon the
mayor and recorder or on the last mayor or recorder thereof, shall be sufficient notice upon
which such county court shall so act, and upon the proper proof of the allegations of such
petition, any such charter or certificate of incorporation shall be declared forfeited and the
municipal corporation dissolved and all debts of such municipality shall be ordered paid and
the forfeiture and dissolution shall not become effective until such debts have been paid.
Upon such forfeiture and dissolution all interest of such municipality in corporate funds, if
any, in excess of the amounts required to pay corporate debts shall be and the same is
hereby transferred to and vested in the State of West Virginia to be controlled by the State
Auditor. If the territory so incorporated, or a major part thereof, either in area or in
population, shall, however, within one year next after such declaration of forfeiture and
dissolution by the county court be reincorporated under this chapter, then the Auditor of the
State of West Virginia shall convey unto such new municipality all of the rights of the State
of West Virginia in and to the corporate property, moneys, claims, demands and taxes
collected or uncollected, of the former municipal corporation so dissolved.
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