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WEST VIRGINIA CODE: §8-4-2
§8-4-2. Charter board; number of members; qualifications of members;
nominations; notice; ballots and ballot labels; election of a charter board; effect of
vote on question as to charter board.

The ordinance providing for submission to the qualified voters of the city of the question of
whether a charter shall be framed shall make provision for voting for a charter board
concurrently with the voting on the question of whether a charter shall be framed. A charter
board shall consist of eleven members in a Class I or Class II city and seven members in a
Class III city. Members shall be elected at large and shall receive no compensation for their
services, but shall be reimbursed by the city for all reasonable and necessary expenses
actually incurred in the discharge of their duties. Any individual who has been a resident and
qualified voter of the city for at least two years prior to the date of election of members shall
be eligible for membership on said charter board.

In the initiatory ordinance, the governing body of a Class I or Class II city may nominate five
candidates, and that of a Class III city three candidates, for membership on the charter
board. Other nominations, or all of the nominations if the governing body does not make any,
shall be made by petition to the governing body bearing the signatures, written in their own
handwriting, of not less than two hundred qualified voters of the city. Nominating petitions
may be filed at any time after the adoption of the initiatory ordinance and not less than
twenty days prior to the date of the election. In the event of a vacancy in the nominations
which shall reduce the number of candidates below the number of members to be elected,
the vacancy shall be filled by the governing body.

Notice of any election at which the question of whether a charter shall be framed shall be
voted upon shall consist of the initiatory ordinance and a brief prefatory statement setting
out the date and hours of the election, naming the candidates, if any, nominated by the
governing body for membership on the charter board as above provided and stating how and
within what time limit other nominations may be made. The governing body shall cause such
notice to be published as a Class II-0 legal advertisement in compliance with the provisions
of article three, chapter fifty-nine of this code, and the publication area for such publication
shall be the city. The first publication shall be made not less than thirty days prior to the
date of the election.

Each qualified voter entitled to vote on the question of framing a charter may cast as many
votes for members of the charter board as there are members to be elected. He may
cumulate all his votes for one candidate or distribute them among the several candidates as
he sees fit.

The ballots, or ballot labels where voting machines are used, pertaining to the question of
framing a charter shall be separate from the ballots or ballot labels for members of the
charter board. The position of the names of the candidates upon the ballots or voting
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machines shall be interchanged, as provided in the general election laws of this state. A
voter who shall vote "No" on the question may, nevertheless, vote for such candidates. The
ballots or voting machine directions shall bear instructions to this effect, and also
instructions which shall indicate the number of candidates for which the voter may vote
(which shall be the same as the number of members to be elected), and that cumulative
voting is permitted. Special ballots or ballot labels without party designation shall be used at
every election held under this article even though the election is held at the same time as
some other election. The ballots or ballot labels shall be prepared by or at the direction of
the recorder of the city.

After such an election, the legal votes on the question shall be counted and canvassed. If a
majority of the legal votes cast on the question be in the negative, the proceeding shall be at
an end, and the question shall not be submitted again, without a petition of the qualified
voters as provided for in subsection (b), section one of this article, for at least two years. If a
majority of the legal votes cast on the question be in the affirmative, the legal votes cast for
members of the charter board shall be counted and canvassed and the candidates, in the
number to be chosen, who receive the highest number of votes shall be declared elected.
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