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WEST VIRGINIA CODE: §8a-12-3
§8A-12-3. Content and requirements of farmland protection programs.

(a) An adopted farmland protection program shall include only those qualifying properties
which are voluntarily offered into the program by the landowners of the properties.

(b) An adopted farmland protection program shall meet the following minimum
requirements:

(1) The program shall be developed by the county farmland protection board and approved
by the county commission. The county farmland protection board, in consultation with the
local conservation district, shall administer the farmland protection program;

(2) The board shall establish uniform standards and guidelines for the eligibility of
properties for the program. The standards and guidelines shall take into consideration the
following: Current and past uses of the property; existing property improvements, property
tract size and shape; location of the property tract in relation to other potential agricultural
property tracts; impending threat of conversion of the property to nonagricultural uses;
property ownership and existing deed covenants; and restrictions with respect to the
property; and

(3) The guidelines established by the board shall outline the various methods of farmland
protection which are available to prospective participating property owners and the
procedures to be followed in applying for program consideration.
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