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§9-4-1.

Repealed.

Acts, 2005 Reg. Sess., Ch. 120.
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§9-4-2. Medical services fund.

The special fund known as the State of West Virginia public assistance medical services fund
established by chapter one hundred forty-three, acts of the Legislature, regular session, one
thousand nine hundred fifty-three, as amended by chapter two, acts of the Legislature, first
extraordinary session, one thousand nine hundred sixty, and chapter forty-nine, acts of the
Legislature, regular session, one thousand nine hundred sixty-six, shall be continued in
accordance with the provisions of this section so long as the same may be required by
federal laws, rules and regulations applicable to federal-state assistance and thereafter so
long as the commissioner shall deem such fund to be otherwise necessary or desirable, and
henceforth such special fund shall be known as the department of human services medical
services fund, hereinafter referred to as the fund.

The fund shall consist of payments made into the fund out of state appropriations for medical
services to recipients of specified classes of welfare assistance and such federal grants-in-aid
as are made available for specified classes of welfare assistance. Any balance in the fund at
the end of any fiscal year shall remain in the fund and shall not expire or revert. Payments
shall be made out of the fund upon requisition of the commissioner by means of a warrant
signed by the Auditor and treasurer.

Recipients of those classes of welfare assistance as are specified by the department,
consistent with applicable federal laws, rules and regulations, shall be entitled to have costs
of necessary medical services paid out of the fund, in the manner and amounts, to the extent,
and for the period determined from time to time to be feasible by the commissioner pursuant
to rules, regulations and standards established by him. Such rules, regulations and
standards shall comply with requirements of applicable federal laws, rules and regulations
and shall be established on the basis of money available for the purpose, the number of
recipients, the experience with respect to the incidence of illness, disease, accidents, and
other causes among such recipients causing them to require medical services and the costs
thereof, the amounts which recipients require otherwise in order to maintain a subsistence
compatible with decency and health, and any other factor considered relevant and proper by
the commissioner: Provided, That such rules and regulations respecting qualifications shall
permit the expenditure of state funds to pay for care rendered in any birthing center
licensed under the provisions of article two-e, chapter sixteen of this code, by a licensed
nurse midwife or midwife as this occupation is defined in section one, article fifteen, chapter
thirty of this code, and which care is within the scope of duties for such licensed nurse
midwife or midwife as permitted by the provisions of section seven, article fifteen of said
chapter thirty.
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§9-4-3. Advisory council.

(a) The advisory council, created by chapter one hundred forty-three, Acts of the Legislature,
regular session, 1953, as an advisory body to the state Medicaid Agency with respect to the
medical services fund and disbursements therefrom and to advise about health and medical
services, is continued so long as the medical services fund remains in existence, and
thereafter so long as the state Medicaid Agency considers the advisory council to be
necessary or desirable, and it is organized as provided by this section and applicable federal
law and has those advisory powers and duties as are granted and imposed by this section
and elsewhere by law.

(b) The advisory council shall consist of not less than nine members, nor more than 15
members, all but four of whom shall be appointed by the state Medicaid Agency and serve
until replaced or reappointed on a rotating basis.

(c)(1) The heads of the Bureau of Public Health and Bureau for Medical Services are
members ex officio.

(2) The cochairs of the Legislative Oversight Commission on Health and Human Resources
Accountability, or their designees, are nonvoting ex officio members.

(3) The remaining members comprising the council consist of:

(A) One member of recognized ability in the field of medicine and surgery with respect to
whose appointment the state Medical Association shall be afforded the opportunity of
making nomination of three qualified persons;

(B) One member of recognized ability in the field of dentistry with respect to whose
appointment the state Dental Association shall be afforded the opportunity of nominating
three qualified persons;

(C) One member chosen from a list of three persons nominated by the West Virginia Primary
Care Association;

(D) One member chosen from a list of three persons nominated by the Behavioral Health
Providers Association of West Virginia; and

(E) The remaining members chosen from persons of recognized ability in the fields of
hospital administration, nursing and allied professions and from consumers groups,
including Medicaid recipients, members of the West Virginia Directors of Senior and
Community Services, labor unions, cooperatives and consumer- sponsored prepaid group
practices plans.

(d) The council shall meet on call of the state Medicaid Agency.

(e) Each member of the advisory council shall receive reimbursement for reasonable and
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necessary travel expenses for each day actually served in attendance at meetings of the
council in accordance with the state's travel regulations. Requisitions for the expenses shall
be accompanied by an itemized statement, which shall be filed with the Auditor and
preserved as a public record.

(f) The advisory council shall assist the state Medicaid Agency in the establishment of rules,
standards and bylaws necessary to carry out the provisions of this section and shall serve as
consultants to the state Medicaid Agency in carrying out the provisions of this section.
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§9-4-4. State general relief fund.

The special fund known as the "General Relief Fund of .................... County," established by
chapter one, acts of the Legislature, first extraordinary session, 1936, shall be abolished as
of June 30, 1972.

The state general relief fund, established by chapter one, acts of the Legislature, first
extraordinary session, 1936, shall be continued and the fiscal responsibility for said fund
shall be the responsibility of the state on and after July 1, 1972 as provided by this section
and rules and regulations promulgated by the commissioner.
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